I Au — 
5 4 4 L 


.. DODWE L L's late Book, 
Entitul d, 


2 WE Diſcow| ſe; 


Proving from te 


ene, add the Flirt babe, 
That the 


* 


| Prindple Naturally Mortal, Ke. 
An a Letter to a Friend. 


y oH TURNER, D. P. 
; 7 7 Vicar of Greenwich. | 


ent 


4 " LONDON: © 
. 5 rated for John Wyar, at the Roſe in St. Pauls | 
| Church- Yard, 1706. 


1 wm . * | | 


- - 
. - 
7 = _ 4 
* th. —_— — 
1 — r — — * — — 
— * . 


— — —— — 


The Contents. 
\ Brief View of Mr. Dodwells Deſign, 


\ as ſet forth in the Title-Page. Pag. 1, 2. 
m far the Authority of the Fathers to be Re- 


lyd on. | N p · 4 
me Reflections on this Attempt, ÞP. 7. 
The Sum of his Opinions about the Soul, and its 

Ny: | p. 11. 
| Reaſons Againſt his Opinions, P. 21. 


1. A mortal Nature not ſo agreeable to 
Creatures deſigmd for Immortality. p. 26. 

2. His Notion leaves it wholly uncertain 
what part of Mankind ſhall be Immortal, 
and what not. NA P. 29. 

3. To ſuppoſe the Heat hens left to an abſolute 
„el not conſiſtent with the Juſtice 

„%, Goa. © | 51 38. 
4 Such a Principle derogates much $4.4 the 
great Neceſſity and Advantage of our Re- 
demption. _ P- 37. 

3. It breaks in 2 the Goſpel Account of 
future Rewards and Puniſhments; and 
eſperially as to the Eternity of Torment. 

1544 — | 41. 

Il. Ar. Dod wels Scripture Proof 3 t. 
St, Paul's Diſcourſe, 1 Cor. xv. about the 
Re ſurrection, reſpetts only the Diſſolution 
and Reſtoration of our Mortal Bodies. 52. 
The Mortality of the Body, does neither Prove 
nor 


"The Cnc N 
nor og the Mortality of rhe Sol. p 
Such a cenſtruction of St. Paul's Words mt 
reaſonable. p- 57. 
To make the Souls actual — of after 
Death Præternat ural, is Precarious and 
. Groundleſs, and Unſ ſcriptural. 59. 
. "8. PauPs mention of Body. Soul, and 51 
BM rit, net fo Mr. Dodwells Purpoſe. p. 
| - The Miſchief of brin 1 . the blo; Ds 
"Arins to > wit Antiens Philoſe- | 


Y x phers. 7 p. 67. 
f a Dodwells Teftimony of the Fathers 
- © Conſider d. 
t. In what Sexſe oe Soul deny 4 by 1555 to 
be Immortal. 


2. Its Inmortaliey no  oeherwiſe J. on 
the Will and Pleaſure of God, than at it 
receivd its Nature from the wil of G 

in ita Creation, P. 83 \ 

3. Immortality, when attributed by the Fa- 
thers to the Spirit, denotes, not the Du- 
ration, but the Happineſs of rhe. Soul. p. 88. 
The ufe that Mr. Dodwell makes of this 
Principle, viz. To give the Biſhops and Cle. 
y the ſole Power of i Mankind, 


Conſider d. p. 105. 
1. In general, as needleſs even to Mr. Dod- 
welFs own Deſign. p- 108. 


2. Dangerous among all Chriſtians. p-. 109. 
3. Very miſchievous i to the Biſhops and Cler- 
4 1 

2. Much more abſurd, as apply'd by Mr. Dod- 
well to uphold his preſent Separation . p- 116, put 
. cee en on. p. 122. 


6 JUSTICE 


q | Done to 


* a Short 


About the 


S O UL. 


SIT R, 

Receiv'd Mr. Dodwel/'s Book, with 
your Letter, in which you deſire 
my Thoughts of it. You tell me, 
py the Name of that great Man has 
2. Put it into the Hands of a great ma- 
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gave me the greater longing to ſee the 
Book, for I had heard fomething of it 
before; but by nd means the greater 
Aſſurance that I ſhould he able to ap- 
prove it, in that this is not the firſt Par- 
ticularity by many, which this Learned 
Author has to no purpoſe entertain'd 
the World with. Indeed, when I Read 
the firſt Part of the Title Page, An 
Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, proving from the 
Scriptures ani the firſk Fathers, that the 
Soul is a Principle naturally Mortal: Bleſs 
me, thought I! Where have almoſt all 
the Divines and Learned Men in ſeve- 
ral Ages, for ſo many Centuries toge- 
ther been Aſleep? Who after all their 
reading of the Scriptures and Fathers 
with, ſo much Diligence and-fo much 
Care, have Believ'd and Defended. the 
Soul's Immortality, againſt thoſe few 
Gain-ſayers who have been on the con- 
traty {ide ; and yet at laſt, that it 
ſhould be found from the Evidence both 
of Scripture and Fathers, that they were 
all Miſtaken ? If this be fo, in what deep 
and almoſt unſearchable Mines lie often- 
times the moſt im portant Truths; and 
how very few there be that find them? 
For a Man of moſt extraordinary and 
| | univer- 


[1 e 


* 


Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
univerſal Learning, of great Zeal, and 
Piety, and Devotion, thus to contradict 
all the teceiv'd r apt and Opinions 
of thoſe who had liv'd and written be- 
fore him on this Subject: He mult cer- 
tainly have diſcover d ſome very plain 
and convincing Evidence of the Truth 
of this Matter, that had lain dormant 
and been hitherto overlookt ; or elſe he 
muſt be led to it by the uſe that he 
propoſes to make of it to ſome, as he 
conceits, very momentous and 1mpor- 
tant Deſign. * The firſt of theſe indeed 
can alone vindicate his Prudence in the 
Publication of a Diſcourſe, that is ſo 
apparently contrary to the long receiv'd 
Opinions and Principles of Mankind : 


And without this, the latter will ra- 


ther expoſe both the Author and the 
Book. In theſe Thoughts, I flightly, 
as you may believe, look'd over the 
reſt of the Title-Page as nor yet to 
be fully underſtood, but by the Book 
itſelf ; and ſo turn'd directly to view 
the Force of the Scripture-Proofs of 
this new Doctrine, as that from which 
I knew, that I was to expect wy chief 
Satisfaction; and indeed, by which I 
thought my ſelf to be chiefly deter- 
B 2 min'd, 
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mind; 'Fhis being, confeſſedly the 
Proteſtants only certain and infallible 
Guide both as to Principles of Faith, 
and Matters of Chriſtian Practice. I 
concluded therefore with my ſelf, that 
if the Scripture be not very Plain and 
Home to the Purpoſe, I ſhould have 
no reaſon to change my former Senti- 
ments. For as to the Primitive Fa- 
thers, tho? I have a wonderful Vene- 
ration for them, in regard to their 
Goodneſs, and Zeal, and Diligence, 


and Conſtancy, and Fidelity, and of 


ſome of them as to their Learning; 
and altho' I - value them as faithful 
Witneſſes of primitive Facts and Hi. 
ſtory, and in giving an Account what 
was the Primitive Faith in the neceſſa- 
ry Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, and 
what the primitive Conſtitutions and 
Diſcipline: Yet, as they came out of 
a State of Darkneſs to the then novel 
Light of Divine Revelation; and as the 
Church at that time counted but few 
Things neceſſarily Fundamental; fo I 
had obſerv'd that in their Interpretati- 
ons of Scripture, they frequently took 
rather a pious and profitable Senſe, than 
that Which was the Genuine ee 
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| Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
of the Divine Author: And in their 
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Reaſoniags upon any Religious Matters, 
often intermixt their own imbib'd Phi- 
loſophical- Principles, that were rather 
of Force with-thoſe Perſons they had 
then to do with, than ſtrictly True 
and juſtly Concluſive in themſelves. For 
theſe Reaſons I could not be willing to 
be abſolutely. Determin'd by their No- 
tions alone: Altho? I am very ſenſible 
too, after all that Mr. Dodwell can pre- 
tend, That the Fathers do generally 
Detend the Soul's Immortality, howe- 
ver they may differ in accounting for 
i < 


When I came to examine theſe his 
Scripture Arguments, I found them far 
ſhort of what his renown'd Character 
for great Learning might have pro- 
mis'd; very Trifling and to no Pur- 
pale. And therefore I could not but 
begin to look out and conſider, what 
End, what Purpoſe, he might have to 
ſerve thereby. For we frequently find 
that very. poor Conſiderations. influence 
to Belief, when the Thing either ſutes 
our Purpoſe, or mightily gratiſies our 
Inclination. I began therefore ro con- 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
ſider, whether ſuch a Principle could 
be any ways made Serviceable to Re- 
ligion in general, or to any neceſſary 
and fundamental Principle of it? Or 
whether it was uſeful to inculcate with 
any more than ordinary Force, the 


Practice of Chriſtian! Virtue and Hol!- 


neſs of Life ? But indeed, I could find 
nothing of all this. Thus turning o- 


ver firſt from the Title-Page to the 


Præmonit ion, and then to the Book, I 
ſoon diſcover'd the whole Myſtery. 
That all this extraordinary new Scheme 
was fram'd to put it into the Power 
of the Biſhops as Biſhops, and of them 
alone, to give the Soul that Immor- 
tality in which it-may be Happy. And 
in conſequence of that, to doom all 
thoſe Chriſtians 'who are out of his 
Epiſcopal Peculium, to an eternal Con- 
demnation of Torments on that ſingle 
Score alone, whatever other Chriſtian 
Virtues, or Graces, or Goodneſs they 
may have. | , 


And now indeed, if you will admit 
me to tell you my Thoughts of the 
Performance, before I give you the 
Reaſons of my Exceptions againſt it, 
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I muſt own, that notwithſtanding all 


the Fame and great Character which 
Mr. Dadwell has had in the World, 
for his univerſal Learning and Know- 
ledge, it led me to Reflect on the great 
Infirmities of humane Nature, to ſee 
that one of the beſt and chiefeſt Means 
of enriching our Minds, and enlarging 
our Undetſtandings, ſhall ſometimes 
for want of a Soundneſs of Judgment, 
and by the fatal Byaſs of our Prejudi- 
ces, or our Affections and Inclinations, 
unhappily carry us on to oy odd and 
extravagant Conceits. I could not but 
make ſome Reflections even on Learn- 
ing it ſelf, to find a very great ſhare 
of it become thus Uſeleſs and Unpro- 
fitable. It led me to think of many 
Books, and very much Reading with 
ſome Men, as of a very great and plen- 
tiful Feaſt to a Man of a voracious Ap- 
petite, with a very bad Digeſtion. Such 
a one is ſure to Eat more than he can 


well diſpoſe of, more than what will 


turn to found Nouriſhment and a 
healthful Conſtitution ; and by that 
means he muſt either Diſgorge himſelf, 
to the very great Offence and Diſplea- 
ſure of all thoſe that are round about 


B54 him, 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 


him, or elſe keep the undigeſted Load 


to breed filthy Humours and bad Di. 
ſtempers, to his own great Uneaſineſs 
and Vexation. And how great a Mif- 
fortune it is to any Man, by his own 
perſonal Weakneſs and Infirmity, to 
turn all that good: and wholeſome Food 
to Corruption, and to Poiſon ; which 


in another Man gives both Health and 


Strength, and a delightful Entertain- 
ment. A very capacious Memory, and 
yery voluminous common Place- Books, 
may be vaſtly full of various Collecti- 
ons, and yet at laſt all theſe but like 
the Poet's Deſcription of the Chaos be- 
fore the Creation: Materials indeed 
they may be, ſufficient for a moſt beau- 
tiful and admirable Production, when 
Regulated, and Digeſted, and ſet in Order 
by a Hand ſufficiently Skilful and Judici- 
ous. But if That, either by any miſtaken 
Principle, or miſguiding Paſſion, ſhall 
happen to be wanting, you may move 
them, and turn them, and range them 
as well as you can, the Work will ar 
laſt be nothing but Confuſion. And as 
it has too often happen'd thus with 


the molt complete and univerſal Learn- 


ing, 
t 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
ing, it's a good Check to our too ear- 
neſt and impatient Deſires of it; in that 
leſs Reading, and more moderate At- 
tainments from Books, and the Senti- 
ments and Opinions of thoſe who have 
ivd before us, when well manag'd and 
digeſted, will doubtleſs be much bet- 
ter for our ſelves, render us more Uſe- 
ſul and Profitable to the World, and 
by that means alſo, without doubt, 
more pleaſing and acceptable to Al- 
mighty God. $168 | 


Nay , you'll forgive me, good Sir, 
| hope; if I tell you that theſe RefleQi- 
ans carry'd me on one Step farther yet 
n my Contemplations on the great In- 
irmities of Human Nature, and to ſuch 
$5 are much more to be lamented. I 
nean, that the greateſt Piety of Soul, 
irictneſs of Life, the moſt Ardent and 
Affectionate Zeal, even with the moſt 
nortify?d Contempt of the World, and 
ul the Temporal Intereſt of it; all 
which, Tam told, are very remarkable 
ind exemplary in Mr. Dodwell, will not 
uways be enough to keep the Mind 
ind judgment right, nor to ſecure it 
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10 Fuſtice done to Human Souls, 
from being drawn away by diſorderly 
Affections of another Nature. No Sin- 
cerity of the Heart can, it ſeems, ſuf. 
ficiently ſecure the Soundneſs of the 
Head: But a violent Tranſport of mi. 
ſtaken, and immoderate, and over bear. 
ing Zeal, ſhall ſometimes lead very 
knowing and learned Men into the moſt 
extravagant Whimſeys of Principle and 

Opinion. , N 


I had not, perhaps, gone thus far, 
nor been thus free in my Deſcants on 
this great Man's late Performances, but 
that it may be ſerviceable to teach us all 
to take a little off from the too great 
Admiration of any Men's Perſons; fo 
far, I mean, as not to be led by the 
Greatneſs of their CharaQer, either tor 
Learning or Piety, to take up with all 
their Principles and Opinions: But what- 
ever Uſe we may make of their Read 
ing, and Books, yet always to think to 
our ſelves, and to form our own Judg 
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ment in all Things, by ſuch Reaſons K 


ind 
Pag 
and 
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and Conſiderations, by which we ma 
be beſt able to account for them to Got 
and to the World. 
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Leſt you ſhould think, that I have 
been too haſty and raſh in theſe RefleQi- 
ons, before I have given you an Account 
of the Book it ſelf, it will concern me, 
tolet you ſee by a ſhort View of i it, that 
have made no Miſrepreſentation on 
this Author, nor on this Diſcourſe. This 
may be done 1 ** little Compaſs. And 
that, 


-—— = 


' 1- 55 ſheving you what My. Doawels 
Opinion is, n the Soul of 
7 


II. How duese, it is, and how 
Weak the Arguments by which he en. 


* deavours to defend it. 


* U.. Laſtly, As the Cream of all, what 
il © Extraordinary and Important Oe he 
makes of theſe Principles. 


I. What his Notions and Opinions 
are, concerning the Soul of Man, which 
if indeed lie ſo fcatter'd from the Title- 
Page, thro' the whole Præmonition, 
and the Book, that it's no ſmall Trou- 
ble to come at them, fo as to know 
them 


—— —— —— 


12 


very Extraordigary naw to be expected, 


turall) Mortal, a Principle that is natu. , 
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Juſtice done. to Human Souls. 
them right, and in the full Extent. The 
Title !protmiſes! 46! prove, that thie 55 
of Man isn Principle natur ally Martal, &c. 1 
You know, Sir; as well as I, to What 
a Number of Wiſe, and Sober, and 1 
Good Men, this very Title has given 


great Offence. Indeed, when firſt I ſau 6 


it, I could not farbear ſaying within my 1 
ſelf, What, more ſecond: Thoughts? Is 
here my old Friend Dr. C—. come 4 , 
broad again, with ſo celebrated a Cham. n 
pion for his Second? Here is ftomewhat F 


certainly. If the Soul be a Principle nt 


rally Mortal will ſure actually die; andi 
then, as we know of no Reviveſcenc, 
but that of the General Reſurrection, 
wrought by the Power of God, in or.. 
der to a General Judgment, ſo, thought, 
I, here's my old Adverſary defendcd. 
Now, tho' I found indeed by reading 
on, that there is a conſiderable Difference 
between the Opinions of theſe. two Au 
thors, yet it coſt me the reading ot 
twenty or thirty Pages, before I could 
nd this Difference aut. And tlierefore, . 
not withſtanding all that, I cannot but 
ink Mr. Dodireli highly Culpable, and 

| 10 
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to have ated without due Conſideration 
and Caution, to Publiſh, at this time a 
Day, any Book with ſuch a Title. Had 
this good Man known the World and 
Man ind, as well as he knows his Books, 

he needed not to be told, that in this 
; Looſe, Senſual, Degenerate Age, both 
er Principles and Practices, there will 
5 de many that will read and run away 
„ vith the Title Fage, that will never read 
te whole Diſcourſe, and that will be 
gad to have the Name of this Great 
Nan, to countenance them in their perni- 
'Wcious and impious Sentiments, as to their 
dyn natural and final Mortality; which 
o much favours their enormous Wick- 
neſs, who will never give themſelves 
the Trouble of ſearching how he Ex- 
plains, and Limits, and Accounts for it. 
ind I cannot but think, that in common 
Irudence and Wiſdom, he ſhould have 
been Very cautious of laying ſuch a dan- 
ferous Temptation in theſe Men's way. 
belides, there will perhaps be many 
vio will take Mr. Doawels Word, and 
le his Name and Authority for this 
krinciple, that will by no means take 
his, but their own Concluſion from it. 
F hey will not perhaps admit of his Præ- 
3 © ternatural 


1 4 Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
ternatural v to preſerve it, and his Sy: 
_ pernatural =1#s to Immortalize it; but 
will rather draw this Conclufion ; Mr. 
Dodwell allows the Soul to be 4 Principle 
naturally Mortal; and what was created 
naturally Mortal, was certainly defign'd 
for Death, or elſe why did the Wiſdom 
of God make it ſo? 1 do not ſay that 
this is a neceſſary Inference and a certain 
Concluſion ; and yet I muſt confeſs, I do 
think that the Concluſion is more Rea. 
ſonable than the Principle. *Tis true, 


he may help himſelf a little as to matter of 
Fact, from Divine Revelation. But how 
many are now among us that have no 
juſt regard to that? And where this wy 
pens, what is the Event, but that the 
looſe Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Libertines of- 
this Age, ſhall be ech, in their Opi- 
nion, That when they die, they muſt “ 


Periſh like the Horſe, or the Ox, that V 
have no other Soul than themſelves? 
Thus by unſettling the old received Opi- 
nions, a Good Man may give counte-Nl W 
nance to the Impieties which in his Soul S 
he Deteſts and Abhors. And it deſervesFall 
Mr. DodwelPs ſerious Thoughts, how fat dic 
he muſt be accountable for theſe Miſ-Ythe 


chiefs when they are favoured as theyor 
are. 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
are in this Age, by his reviving the Ig- 
norant Heathens miſtaken Opinions. 


But let's go on to view his Notions a 
little farther. The Soul he ſays, is « | 
Principle naturally Mortal; but not aff u- , XXII. 
ah ſo, being either perpetuated by the Pom. 

r God for Puniſb ments, or made Im- 
mortal by his Spirit for Rewards. For 
t ſeems God did originally deſign Man, 
3s 4 Candidate for Immortality, as a Re- 
rard of the good Uſe of his own' Free will. 
But then this Capacity for Immortality, 
the Saul he tells us, has from the ge, or 
Flatus, diſtin from the anch, or Spirit 
given in Baptiſm to the Favourites only of 
tbe true Peculium. And by this God put 
it into the Power of Adam to have Immor- 
taliz'd himfelf, becauſe that alone would 
bave enabled him ta have laid hold on the 
Diviner Spirit, an Union with which 
would have actually Immortaliz'd him. I 
vas wavering a long while in Debate, 

= whether this Flatus was indeed the true . 

Soul of Man, as the true Principle of 
al its Moral Actions, or ſomewhat elſe 
OQint from it. But when I came to 
{the latter end of the Book, I met with 
lome Paſſages that gave me my Deter- 
MINATION 
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16 _. Fuſtice done to Human Souls, 
mination of this Matter. For there he tells 
300. us, That a Mortal Body had a Mortal Soul 
jojnd to it, which, together with it made 

ap the Choical Man: The Ve, or Flatus, 

was Præternatural to him, as deſign'd 

to fit him for a Supernatural State of 
Happineſs. And this, by means of that 
Supernatural Principle, the Divine Spirit, 

by Union with which he was to hope for Im. 

201. mortality. And this ſame Flatus, being 
it ſelf alſo, of a Nature Divine, in an In- 

ferior Senſe, it ſelf was Immortal alſo, and 
communicated a Derivative Immortality to 
the-lower Soul, ſo long as its Union with 
| ' the Soul was continu d, but left it capa- 
ble of the Actual Mortality, that was 
| natural to it, whenſoever it ſhould leau 
| it. Thus this Flatus puts Man into 4 
middle Condition between Mortality and 
Immortality. This is the beſt Account 
that I can gather out of this Book of the 
Condition of Man before his Fall, that he 
then conſiſted of a Mortal Body, a Mor- 
tal Soul and a =), or Flatus, partly Mor- 
tal, and partly not, to which he may 
by the good Uſe of his own Free-will add 


the Union of the Spirit, which will makeſſt 
him perpetually Immortal. Such wasFit 


the Condition of the Firſt Man; and 
| no 
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no doubt, but you'll ſay, that it is a 
moſt Orthodox Compoſition. 


Well, but Adam, who might thus by 
the good Uſe of his own Free will have 
Immortaliz'd himſelf, by his Tranſgreſ- 
lon fell, and ſo return'd to his own na- 
tural Mortality. Not that all who are 
thus naturally Mortal ſhall be actually 
; but ſome are perpetuated, not ſo 
much by the Union of the Spirit, as by 
the Eſpecial Power of God, that they 
may be made capable of Eternal Punijh- 


others, that by their believing and en- 
ring into Chriſt's Peculium, they may 
by the Spirit be made at once both Im- 
mortal and Happy. But then, as this, 
you ſee, chiefly reſpects thoſe ho 
live . under the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
you will perhaps ask what mult become 
of the reſt of all Mankind. Why he 
tells us, That Adam's Fall was /o far 


ſrom' expoſing Mankind to the Danger of 


Eternal | orments, Which we Chriſtians 
have hitherto given as one Reaſon of 
the Neceſſity of our Redemption, that 
it made Mankind utterly uncapable of [uf 


ring Eternal Torments, if God had not pr amen. 


Pramon: 
N, e XIX 
ment, for not believing the Goſpel. And F 
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18 Juſtice done to Human Souls. 

by his eſpecial Power and Pleaſure perpe- 
tuated l to that very End. ell. ie 
you will ſay, Are all perpetuated to this 
End? Indeed I cannot tell. Mr. Dod. 
well is of Opinion, That moſt of thoſe 
1 from Adam to Moſes, and eſpecially of 
1 the Poſterity of Cain and Ham, fell in. 
| evitably under the Power of. their own Actu. 
al Mortality, and periſh'd in everlaſting 
Oblivion. Altho' I muſt confeſs I can 
ſee no great Reaſon for ſuch an Opini- 
on, in that Mr. Dodell ſeems to think 
in another Place, That Reaſon and Phi. 
loſophy might be the ſame Thing to them, 
before the Goſpel was preachd, as the Gol. 
pel it ſelf was to thoſe that heard it. 80 
that as to the Generality of the Gentil 
World from Adam to Chriſt what be 
came of them I cannot tell; whethe 
they were left to their own Natural Mor 
talit) by the Sin of Adam, or whether T 
their own Reaſon, and the good Uſe 0 
their Free-will in their Natural Stat? 
might Herve inſtead of the Goſpel Fait! 
and Baptiſmal Spirit; or laſtly, whe 
ther they were to be ſav'd by Chriſt 
Preaching to them in Hell, or Hades, be 
fore his Reſurrection ; Mr. Dodell men 
tions all theſe Things, but determines} 


CI 
c 


— 


Wirlieve it not, are perpetuated by Almighty 


Pers of whatever other Denomination, 


Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
as I can we, for none of them a- 
bove the reſt. He leaves the courteous 
Reader to pleaſe himfelf, and to take 
which he likes beſt. Only with this 
Reſerve, That if he inclines to think of 
Chriſt's Preaching: the Goſpel to the 
Dead, he muſt take notice, that tho, 
the Text of St. Peter, which has by 
the Fathers erroneouſly been mention'd 
to countenance this Notion, ſpeaks of 
Chriſt's Preaching to thoſe dead Ghoſts, 
that had been wicked in, or before the 
Days of Noah; yet ſome of the Fa-,, 
thers thought, that Chriſt preach' d on!; 
to the Jews among the Dead, and left hi; 
Apoſtles, after their Deceaſe, to Preach 
to the Dead Gentiles in 4 State of Sepa- 
tation. But be thoſe Difficulties as they 
Will, this Mr. Dodwell takes for granted, 
That thoſe who hear the Goſpel, if they 


lod for an Eternity of Torments in Hell, : has | 
XIII. | 

| 

| 
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which being the Place originally prepar'd xN VII. 
w the Devil and his Angels, 74821 Ju- * 
lice belong to none but to the Devil, and 
o thoſe wicked Men, who, having heard 
e Goſpel denounce a Hell, did not be- } 
eve it. Wicked and impenitent Stn- 
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can be in no Danger of that Eternal 
Fire, in that by having no Knowledge 
of the Goſpel which has preach'd it, 
and warn'd them againſt it, it will not 
belong to them. And as for thoſe who 
believe the Goſpel, they cannot be Im- 
mortaliz'd to Happineſs, but by the Ui 
on of the Spirit; and this Spirit, not 70 
be convey d, but by Baptiſm; and Baptiſm 
not to be Adminiſtred, but by Biſhop, or 
"thoſe Authoriæ d by 4 Biſhop : And con. 
ſequently thoſe who are out of this Pe- 
culium, can never poſſibly obtain a Bleſ. 
ſed Immortality. "th 


This is the Subſtance of the Book. I 
cannot promiſe you, that I have hit 
every Thing, which this Author has in- 
tended, or that I have no where miſta- 
ken him; I have endeavour'd to be ve 
ry Juſt and True in ſtating his Doctrins: 
But he that walks in Darkneſs, and 
without any beaten Path, is not to be 
wondred at, if he ſometimes miſtakes 
his Way. In Truth, good Sir, when 
J review this odd Jumble of inconſiſt- 
ent Notions put together, were 1t not 
jor the Seriouſneſs and Importance 0! 

the Subject; and the Character whuct 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls, 21 
ſome Men give of the' Author's 55 8 Ha 


I ſhould almoſt have taken it for a ſe- 
cond Part of 4 Tale of a Tab, written on 
purpoſe to Banter the long receiv'd Prin- 
ciple of the Soul's Immortality, and 


the Expectation of future Rewards and 


Puniſhmeats thereupon. For all this 
goodly Scheme of Principles, it ſeems, 
is built on that firſt foad Opinion, That 
the Soul is 4 Principle naturally Mortal. 
A rare Foundation, .and well laid for a 
noble Superſtructure. The Front of it 
affords as wild and ſurprizing a Proſ- 
pect, and the whole Work is all of a 
Piece, as tho? it were intended as a meer 
Amuſement to the Beaux and Libertines 
of the Age, ſet off with this Modern 
Motto, Sz ſite lætantar Anime. 


II. Let us now conſider a little in the 
ſecond Place, how Unreaſonable theſe 
Opinions are, and hom Weak the Ar- 
guments by which he endeavours to 


Defend them, 


I will not trouble you with a large 
Controverſy, but in few Words let you 
ſee how much more agreeable the 
long receiv'd Opinion of the Souls Im- 

| C 3 mortality 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
mortality is, both to Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, than the Notion of this Learned 
Author, and the Scheme of new Prin- 
ciples that he has built upon it. 


You know Sir, as well as I, that the 
Arguments Which have been inſiſted on 
to prove the Soul Immortal, are chief- 
ly taken from theſe Conſiderations: 


1. From the Nature and Powers of 
the Soul. We know but little or no- 
thing at all of Beings, but by their Pow - 
ers and Properties. What we call Mat- 
ter, or Body, as it's the Object of our 
Senſes, and appears with Extenſion and 
Diviſibility, ſo it univerſally ſeems to 
us to be Corruptible, and without Life. 
What gives Life and Motion to this 
Corruptible Matter, we call Soul ; and 
as it's the Principle of Life and Internal 
Motion to that which appear'd void of 
both before, we juſtly believe it to be 
ſomewhat diſtinct and ſeparable from 
the Body which it animates What 
has ſuch an Internal Principle of Life 
in its ſelf diſtindt from the Body, we 
juſtly conclude capable of exiſting with- 
out the Body, and in a State of Sepa- 
ration 
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ration from it. And what may thus 
ſurvive the Body, and exiſt in a State 
of Separation from ir, has not with- 

out Reaſon been thought Immortal; 
becauſe Reaſon alone can give us no 
; 8 farther Grounds of its Diffolution. And 
cheſe are Concluſions, that in all Ages 
have been thought of ſo much Force, 
that I do not know whether any ever 
pretended to Diſpute a Future State af- 
ter Death, but only thoſe who at the 
ſame time wholly deny*d the Exiſtence 
of any Spirir at all diſtinct from our 
Bodies, as did both the Epicureans and 
the Sadducees. And this kind of Reaſon- 
ing ought, I think, to be the more re- 
) Wl garded, and to be allow'd of the great- 
er Force, in that, as St. Paul tells us, 
That God was capable of being known 1 
by the Works of Creation: So it cannot, Rom 1.20 % 
believe, be accounted for, how that 165 
could be; unleſs you will allow Men 
from the different Powers, and Proper- 
ties, and Operations of Beings ſo to 
conclude for the ſeparate Exiſting of 
ſuch Spiritual Subſtances, as by Degrees 
will lead us to that felf-exiſting Spirit, 
which we call God, and own to be the 
Original Cauſe of Life and Motion in 
1-78 C4 all 
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24 Juſtice done to Human Souls. 

| all other Beings. Thus then the Ani- 

mal Powers and Operations that are 

ſeen in Material Beings, fairly lead us 
to the Belief of other Beings capable 

of a ſeparate Exiſtence from Bodies. 
And the Power of ſeparate Exiſtence 
fairly concludes for their Immortali- 


TY. 


And this, T am apt to think, 1s the 
fartheſt that Natural Philoſophy alone 
can go; as to which, God ſeems not to 
have intended us any farther Light. On- 
ly indeed it was a conſiderable Addition 
to this Diſcover y to find 


2. That this made way for the expe- 
| cation of more exact Rewards and Pu- 

niſhments after Death, than what were 
or are found here on Earth. The Pro- 
ſperity of the Wicked, and the Afﬀictt 
ons of Good Men, have in all Ages been 
inſiſted on as an Objection againſt the 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice of God's Go- 
vernment. Nor indeed has there been 
any other ſatisfactory way of anſwering 
this Objection, hut by ſuppoſing and 
expecting another State after Death. 
When therefore the neceſſity of ſuch a 

| State, 
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State, to vindicate the Righteouſneſs of 
God, was join'd with the former Argu- 
ment, the one was much ſtrengthned 


and confirmed by the other. And on 
both together the Soul was generally ac- 


knowledg d to be Immortal. 


3- It was ſtill much more convincing 
to thoſe who enjoy d the benefit of Divine 
Revelation, even tho? but of the Old 
Teſtament, to find That to give plain 
and large Intimations of the great Bleſ- 
ſings and Happineſs of the Juſt, even 
after Death, and when their Spirits were 
departed from them.: Which,as they had 
then no knowledge of the certain Reſur- 
rection of the Body, could only be by 
the Immortality of the Soul. And theſe 
three things together, were, I think, the 
only Principles and Foundation of the 
belief of a Future State, and of future 
Rewards, before: the Revelation of the 
Reſurrection of the Body by the Goſpel 
of Chriſt.” Before the Preaching af which, 
cannot find that Mankind had any 
thoughts or expectations, that our Mor- 
tal Bodies ſhould be raiſed from the Duſt. 


But the Soul's Immortality in a ſeparate 


State, 'was, I think, univerſally N 
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by all, except by thoſe, who, as I ſaid 
before, allowed nothing in the World 
but Matter, and denied the Exiſtence of 
all Spirits and Spiritual Subſtances. 


Now, do you but conſider what 
manifeſt Abſurdities, what inextrica- 
ble Diſfificulties and Manpluſſes this 
Learned Gentleman is driven into, by 
forſaking theſe long-received Notions, 
and in defence of his own Novel Do- 
Arin, That the Soul is a Principle natu- 
ally Mortal, For, E his. 


1. Mr. Dodmell who aſſerts the Soul 1 
be a Principle naturaliy Mortal, at the ſame 
time confeſſes, that God Originally de- 
fiend Mankind for Immortality. Now, how 
odd and apparently inconſiſtent is this! 
That Creatures originally deſign d for Im- 
mortality, ſnhould yet have nothing Im- 
mortal in their Nature? Even all their ca. 
pacity of{mmortalizing themſelves by the 
Pivine bre Or Flatus, is by Mr. Doawell, 
made Preteraatural, Methinks it ſeems 


much more ſuitable to the Infinite Per · 


fection of the Divine Wiſdom, to give 
Creatures deſigned for Immortality ſome- 
thing in their Natures that ſhould be 

| Immor- 
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1 Mnmortal. And to perpetuate their Be- 
d Wing for a Future State of Rewards and 
f Muniſhments, rather by an Original Law 


nd Power in their Nature, than by an 

At of Additional Power, or Pleaſure, 
ut Mperadded to that of their firſt Creation. 
1- MThe adorable Wiſdom of Almighty God 
is Nas ſo apparently given all other Crea- 
res Natural Powers and Capacities in 
their very Creation, ſuitable to the Ends 
br which they were originally deſigned ; 
i» What I cannot but think it reaſonable to 
believe the ſame of Mankind alſo, unleſs 
Mr, Dodwell, or fomebody elſe for him, 
an produce ſome {ſtronger Reaſon, or 
me plainer Revelation to the contrary, 
han what I have yet met with, | 


*Tis true indeed, God gave Man a 
ortal Body, the Immortality of which 
has yet attainable by a perfection of 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. Bur then, 
& the Body is by Nature Mortal, ſo by 
aſon of Sin it actually dies, and conti- 
ws under the power of Death to the 
nd of the World. But that the Soul alſo 
ould be created a Principle naturally 
ortal, and yet not actually die even 
Sin, but be (till perpetuated in Being, 
or- 8 | aud 


— 


28 


God in our firſt Creation, nor with thi 


no doubt, rather communicate to a Crea 
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and that too, not for another future State 
of Probation, but only to appear at a fu 
ture judgment, in the Rewards and Pu 
niſhments of which, a great part 0 
Mankind ſhall yet have no ſhare, is 
1 confeſs, a Myſtery to me wholly unac 
countable. Which when proved true b 
plain and certain Revelation, I ſha 
give up my own Reaſons, and readil 
ſubmit to. But till then I cannot thin 
that this Opinion either ſuits ſo wel 
with the Wiſe Purpoſe and Deſign 0 


certain Evidence that we have in Serip 
ture of the -Soul's - a&aal, Immortalit 
And this is my firſt: Argument again 
this fond Notion., A Wiſe God, would 


— ＋— — — — 8 _ — — — 


S 


ture that was intended for Eternity 
ſome Principle of Immortality in bi 
Nature; eſpecially when there was ane 
is ſufficient room for Rewards and Pu 
niſnments, in the Happineſs or the Mile 
ry that ſhould perpetually attend him i. 
that Nature. A Natural Immortality! 
certainly more proper for ſuch Reward 
and Puniſhments, than a Præter nature 
one. But again, 
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2. How is Mr. Dodnell at a loſs up- 
1m this Notion to tell us any thing 
fertainly, What Part of Mankind do 
. 0 actually and finally Die, and what do 
i ot? He tells us in one” Place, that St. 
nac; paul ſeems to intimate, That all thoſe, 
- bilbut more eſpecially the Poſterity of Cain 
bal Ham, who liv'd between Adam 
dig Moſes, were left to their Natural 
uni Mortality); that is, if I take him right, 
velß heir Souls actually Died as well as their 
Bodies, and are to have no Knowledge 
of, or Share in the Future Reſurrecti- 
on. I can find nothing of all this in 
St. Paul's Writings, ' He tells us indeed, 


even over thoſe who ſinned not after the Simi. 
litude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion. But what 
z this Death that reign'd ? ls it the actu- 
al Mortality of the Soul? Let Mr. 
Doawell ſhew me that if he can. Death 
is no more than, a Separation of the 
Soul from the Body. And this did in- 
deed happen to all thoſe (Enoch excep- 
ted) who were deſcended from Adam, 
even till the time of Moſes, altho' they 
ra were not under any ſuch particular Sti- 

pulation, or Covenant, as Adam Was. 


And St. Paul uſes this Argument, tc 
ſhew, 


That Death;reign'd from Adam to Moſes, mg 1. 


30 


P. 170. 
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ſhew, That Death is the Puniſhment o 


Aa 's Sin, rather than of the Perſona 


Sin of every Man that dies. But al 
this is not one Jot to Mr. Dodoellos Pur 
poſe, unleſe he can prove, that Death 
muff neceſſarily imply a Diſſolution of 
90 Soukas well as of the Body. St. Paul, 
Tam ſureß fays no ſuch Thing, 14. 


But ſee the groſs Enconfifiency of Mr, 
Doawell's- Opinions. He, "who Would 
have it intimated, That 'all, who had 


| livd between Adam and Mofes, were 


left to their Natural Mortality, tells us 
in another Place; That according to St, 
Peter, "Chriſt at his Death went donn 
into Hell, to Preach to the Spirits of 
thoſe that had been diſobedient in the Days 
of Noah. How {ſtrangely inconſiſtent is 
this? That Chriſt ſhould preach: to the 
Spirits of thoſe Who had fiv'd in the 
Days of Noah, when all ſuch, as he 
told us before , „being between Adam 
and Moſes, actually died, both as to Bo- 
dy and Soul too, and had no Spirit ſur- 
vivid them : ? 


But 


| 
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But again, How will Mr. Dadwell 
diſpoſe of all the reſt of Mankind, that 
i'd, and do live, and are to live with- 
out any Law or Goſpel Revelation 
from Moſes to Chriſt, from the Birth of 
Chriſt to this Day, and from this Day 
to the End of the World? Let him 
diſpoſe of them how he will, you ſhall 
preſently fee the Inconſiſtency of his 
Book , and may occaſionally obſerve 
ag how different a Thing much Reading is 
from cloſe and clean Thinking. 


by: 1. Firſt then, Will Mr. Dodwell grant, 
what indeed in this Cafe ſeems moſt 
"Wl probable; I mean, That their own 


of Reaſon in the Choice of Good or Evil, was P. 211. 


/" M/« a Rule to them, that they might 
be perpetuated for Rewards or Puniſh- 
'” FF ments on that Score? If he will, I muſt 
e then ask to what Rewards and to what 
e Puniſhments? To thoſe of Heaven and 
ell? If fo, Why then has Mr. Dod- 
el taken fo much Pains in ſeveral di- 
I ſtant Sections of his Book to affirm, 


That Heaven and Hell can belong to none p. , , 
but thoſe who have heard the Goſpel preacſbdꝰ 25, 28, 3 (81 


br 


If one of theſe be True, the other muſt 4 110088 
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be Falſe; and ſo Mr. Dodwell is very 
Inconſiſtent in his Notions and Opini- 
ons, and very Lame in his Account of 
the Condition of thoſe who have had 
no Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; becauſe 
he ſometimes tells us, they may be capa- 
ble of the Goſpel Recompenſes, and 


- 


ſometimes not. Bur, 


2. Will Mr. Dodell plead that for 

the good Uſe of their Reaſon and Frei. 
Will, thoſe Heathens that are found 
Virtuous, may righteouſly enough be 
Immortaliz d to Happineſs, altho' the 
Wicked may not ſo reaſonably for Mi. 
ſery? This, I confefs, is what Mr. Dod. 
well in ſeveral Parts of his Book ſeems 
to intend. But then, What ſhall be- 
come of all the Wicked Men in the 
World, that have lived and died in ve- 
ry great Iniquities, altho? without any 
Knowledge of the Chriſtian Goſpel ? 
Will he ſay, that theſe alſo are perpetu- 
ated by the peculiar Power of God? 
To what End ? To be brought to Judg- 
ment. But why to be brought to a Judg- 
ment, that they can have no. Intereſt 
in? That they ſhould be brougat to 
Judgment, and in that Judgment be = 
tenc' 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls, 33 
tend dito Eternal Torments in Hell, is 
what Mr. Dodmell has often declar'd to 
be no part of the Peſigi of the Chriſti- 
an, Goſpel, and tod extremely ſevere, 
to. inflict Torments on Men that they 
had made no Choice of, and that exceed 
the Powers of their degree of Being. What 
ſhall! become of theſe Men then? Are 
they all left to their own Natural Mor- 
ality.? Or are they perpetuated in Be- 
ing only to be puniſh'd in a State of 
Separation ? I doubt not indeed but 
that wicked Men are miſerable in a State 
o Separation; and therefore this will 
de the beſt Refuge that Mr. Dodell can 
now retreat to. But that God perpe- 
tuates the Souls of ſuch wicked Pagans 
dy an Extraordinary and Præternatural 
Power only for Puniſhments in a State 
of Separation, is what Mr. Dodwe!! can 
bave no Knowledge of, nor any good 
Reaſon to believe. Reaſon cannot reach 
t: And I think God has made no Re- 
relation of it, So Hard, ſo Impoſſible 
ices he find it, reaſonably and certainly 
to account for the Condition of a very 
great part of Mankind after their Depar- 
ture out of this preſent Life, if the Soul 
be a Principle naturally Mortal. Whe— 
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34 Fuſtice done to Human Sc. 
ther they actually and immediately dic. 
or whether they are perpetuated in I. 
ing; or who of them, or how lonp, or ++ 
what End; or with what Advanta, 
or Diſadvantages, he cannot tell. may 
be this Way, or it may be het -1d 
conlequently it may be neither. Such 
Inextricable Labyrinths do Men {all in. 
to, when they leave the old bearer 
Paths in which their Forc-tathers had 
long walk'd with Peace and Satisfaction. 


Once more yet, he pretends it an Ad- 
vantage to his Notion, that it beſt ac- 
1 counts for the State of Unbaptiz d In- 
I fants; and yet he does not perempto- 
| rily determine, whether they immedi- 
il 

[ 


| 
{ 
] 

ately die, or whether they may be /r:-} c 
Pag. 209, ferv'd to enjoy ſome Gomfort of their In- 
n. rocency in 4 State of Separation; or ne- : 
| ' ther they may not in that State find tu 
1 Baptiſm which they wanted in the Fla. t 
He leaves the Reader to pleaſe himſelf. a 
And the leaving their Condition thus a: 
doubtful, and uncertain, and undeter-· D 
min'd, is what he calls Solving of Di/ji-M tl 
eulties. And the ill Succeſs which he m 


has had in all cheſs Attempts, is, II ni 
| think, o. 


Juſtice done to Human Souls, 
think, a good Objection againſt his Prin- 
ciple. But, 


3. If Mr. Dodwell will have it, that fo 
great 2 Part of Mankind, as all the Wick- 
ed, and Senſual, and Profligate Heathens, 
are left to their own Natural Mortality, 
how can he poſſibly vindicate the 
Righteouſneſs of God, in not porting 
the Sins of thoſe wicked Men? God is 
Eſſentially Holy, and as ſuch abhors 
Iniquity. His Holineſs with reſpect to 
Sinners, cannot be atteſted, but by the 
Puniſhment of Sin. And in Conſe— 
ce of this, to diſtinguiſh between 
the Righteous and the Sinner, by the 
Miſeries of the one, and the Bliffes 
of the other, is the great Buſineſs of 
God's Juſtice, and the great Reaſon 
and Neceſſity of Impartiality in that 
Juſtice. But how can this be, if Mul- 
titudes-of Wicked, Notorious, Bloody 
and Barbarous Men, becauſe Heathens, 
are left to their Natural Mortality? 
Death, according to Mr. Dodwell, is ra- 
ther a Debt of Nature, than a Puniſhs 
ment of Sin; and in Reality is the Pu- 
niſhment of Adam's Sins, not of our 
own. And the Temporal Miſeries of 
I) 2 | hi; 
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36 Fuſtice done to Human Souls. 
| this Life, are not ag adequate Puniſh- 
ment of Sin ; if they were, there would 
be no need of a Future Judgment. When 
therefore ſuch Sinners eſcape the Divine 
Vengeance, and are immediately and fi- 
nally extinguiſh'd by their Natural Mor- 
rality, as ſoon as they go hence: How 
will Mr. Doawel! reconcile the Juſtice of 
God with their final Impunity ? Dr. 
Coward did better than this, who al- 
low'd them a Future Reſurrection, al- 
tho' he deny'd them a Separate State. 
I doubt not but this Difficulty will put 
i Mr. Doawel! upon pleading again for 
i! their Exiftence in a ſeparate State. But 
| as a great many Pages of his Book: 
leave that Matter very doubtful and 
uncertain, and rather conclude againſt 
it, as to thoſe who have no Knowledge 
1. of the Goſpel ; ſo, what if other People 
. ſhould take Mr. Dodmell's Principle, but 

deny his Solution? And put him to 
prove, as to thoſe Perſons who have no 


Who are naturally Mortal, ſhall not a- 
Ctually die? For my part, as I can nei- 
ther Defend his Notion, nor Reconcile 
it with the Juſtice of God, I mult cave 1 81 
him 14 


| 

| 

| 

\ 

Share in the final Judgment, That they II 1 
0 

te 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
him to take care of that, and of him- 
ſelf, as well as he can. 


4. It is ſtill to me a much greater 
Ohjection againſt Mr. Dodmell's Opini- 
on of the SouPs Natural Mortality, that 
it ſeems to derogate much from the 
Wiſdom of God in our Redemtion, 
and the great Reaſon and Neceſſity 
thereof, For what is the-true Nature 
and Buſineſs of our Redemtion, as 
deliver'd in Holy Scripture, but this? 
That it is a gracious Act of Almighty 
God, proceeding from Love, and Pity, 
and tender Compaſſion to our Miſery, 
And in the natural Import of the Words 
Salvation and Redemption, muſt ſuppoſe, 
that our Condition had been Wretched, 
and Calamitous, and Forlorn, if we 
had not been Redeem'd. But accord- 
ing to Mr. Dodwell's Opinion, What 
was, or what could be the Miſery of 
Mankind, in the Natural Conſequence 
of his Fall, without a Saviour? A Mor- 
tal Body and a Mortal Soul, put 1ata 
Life only on condition of Obedience, by 
Sin might become finally Diſſolv'd and 
Annihilated. And what then? This, 
it ſeems, according to Mr, Doawell, had 

D 3 been 
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been the worſt of our Caſe by Sin, if 
God had not by an Extraordinary and 
Præternatural Power perpetuated us as 


Sinners to future Miſery and Torments. 


And does not Mr. Dodwell think this 
ſounds harſh, to perpetuate Creatures 
by an Extraordinary and Præter natural 
Power in Guilt and Miſery, by a Con- 


* tinuance exceeding the Nataral - Powers of 


their degree of Being; And then to make 
their Immortality the Purchaſe of the 
Blood of his dear Son? Methinks to 
Human Reaſon, it had been as well to 
have let us fall into our Natural Mor- 
tality, if that had been the worſt of 
our Caſe. For what had had no Pe- 
ing, could have felt no Miſery, and ſo 
could ſcarce have been the Object of 


Pity, Compaſſion and Love, the mov- 


ing Principles and Reaſons of our Re- 
demption. And what had there bcen 


mighty Deplorable and Miſerable in our 


Caſe, if a Mortal Creature had by Sin 
ah its ſelf in its own final Diſſoluti— 
on! 


I do not ſpeak this to infinuate, that 
the giving or perpetuating a Being, 15 
nota Favour; for Ion it is. It's the 


Subject 
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Subject Matter of our daily Thanks for 


our Creation, and our conſtant Preſer- 
vation. But this is what I aim at; that 
the Neceſſity of our Redemtion, and 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God there- 
in, are much more apparent by the Do- 
ctrin of the Souls Immortality, than 
otherwiſe. This makes Mankind, by 
the Fall of Adam, to fall into a State that 
is Miſerable and Calamitous indeed; in- 
to a State of Perpetual and Eternal Ex- 
iftence in Guilt and Sin, and in Conſe- 
quence of them, without a Saviour, in 
endleſs Mifery and Torments. A State 
of Separation is indeed in its ſelf a State 
of [Puniſhment ; and as ſuch, muſt have 
ſomew hat of Unhappineſs ; and eſpeci- 
ally, unleſs that Unhappineſs be allevi- 
ated and remov'd by Chriſt Jeſus. And 
to languiſh in ſuch a State under the 
Load of our own: Perſonal Sins, and in 
ExpeQations of Divine Vengeance for 
them, which'is the Condition of all Man- 
kind without a Saviour, is ſo deplorable 
a Thing, as might reaſonably move the 
Divine Pity and Compaſſion towards us; 
and ſuch as made a Redemtion highly 
neceſſary for us, and very becoming the 

D 4 Witdom 
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Juſi ice done to Human Souls. 
Wiſdom and the Goodneſs of Almighty 
oe 


However therefore Mr. Dodwell's 
Friend might own, that to deri ve the 
Immortalit) and Spiritual Nature of the 
Soul from an Intereſt in the new Covenant 
with God, does greatly enhanſe the Value 
of it: I muſt take leave to ſay, | that in 
Compariſon to the ſuppoſing the Soul 
naturally Immortal, and to derive its 
Happineſs from Chriſt, their Notion 
by does rather diminiſh and debaſe, than 
1 enhanſe the Bleſſing. That cis true ac- 
1 cording to Mr. DodwelPs Principle, is the 
| moſt that they can make of it; and his 
10 Friend was very civil ſo kindly to ac- 
knowledge it. But when they ſhall ſe- 
| rioully conlider, and compare their O- 
| pinion and our's in this Reſpect, they 
will find, that there is as much Diffe- 
rence between their Redemtion and 
ours, as between Creation and Redem- 
tion; and as much Difference- between 
the Neceſſity of our Redemtion in their 
Principles and in ours, as there is between 
loſing our Being wholly, and having it 
neceſſarily perpetuated in endleſs. Miſe- 
ry and Torment without Hope. The 
| 7 — former 


r eee 
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former only had been the Candition of 
Mankind without a Saviour in Their No- 
tion of the Covenant, and the latter in 
Ours. And the Diſadvantage which 
their Conceit of the Soul's being natu- 


anſwerable Argument againſt it. I 
might have ſaid more on theſe two laſt 
Heads, but that I have mention'd 
them, you know, on another Occafi- 
6 55 | 


5. Laftly, It is, I think, {till another 
great Objection againſt Mr. DoawelPs 
whole Diſcourſe, that it not only leaves 
great deal of the Wickedneſs of the 
Heathens to go Unpuniſh'd, and to eſ- 
ape the Vengeance of God, as I ſaid 
bekore; but moreover, it breaks in up- 
on the Goſpel Revelation, concerning 
the future State of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments. Concerning which, the ſub- 
tance of what the Goſpel teaches is 
mis, That, as it is by God's Law and 
Urdinance upon the Sin of Adam, ap- 
inted for all Men once to Die, ſo aſter 
Death muſt all at the end of the World, 
be rais'd from the Grave and brought 

[Q 


rally Mortal thus brings to the Doctrine 
of our Redemption, is, I think, an un- 
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to Judgment; At that judgment to 
receive Rewards or Puniſhments ac. 
cording to their Works, and in con- h 
ſequence thereof, be Happy or Miſera- I, 
ble to all Eternity. No, ſays Mr. Dod. Wy 
well, this is a Miſtake, if you! fay it , 
ſhall be thus with all Mankind, the 
Goſpel is not on your ſide. The Eter- Ne 
nity of Puniſhments is only for [thoſe lo 
Who have heard the Goſpel and will 50 
not believe it. The reſt are left to their ox 
own actual Mortality. To this when it , 
was anſwer'd, that as i» Adam all Die, 10 
fo: in Chriſt ſhall all be made Alive : Mr. 
Doawell replies, That the 4 there ſpok- I, 
en of, is not all: abſolutely, but only all hp 
that are in Chriſt by Baptiſm, or have Nee 
an opportunity of being fo, hut would Ine 
not. But let us then view and com- % 
pare St. Paul's Words a little, and ſee %, 
whether Mr. Dadmeli or his Friend ſeem Io. 
to give the beſt Account of St. Pauls 
Meaning and Intention. In the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, he is extolling the 
Goodneſs of God to Mankind in ChriltY;... 
Jeſus; and plainly declares, That San- Tf 
ctification and eternal Life ſo came no 
to Mankind by Him, as Sin andi 
Death came by Adam, That if bay iy 
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e any difference, the Advantages of 
ſankind by Chriſt are greater than 
he Diſadvantages by Am. And not 
is the Offence ſo is the Free-gift, for if 


tro the Offence of one many be Dead, Rom. 3. 
much more the Grace of God and the Gift 


ly Grace, which was by one Man Jeſus 
Chrift, hath abounded unto many. And 
eſt the Word mam, ſhould be thought 
not full and comprehenſive enough, he 
expreſſes himſelf more univerſally, v. 18. 


4s by the Offence of one, Judgment came 


worn all Men to Condemnation: Even (a 
ly the Righteouſneſs of one, the Free gift 
me upon all Men to Juſtification of Life. 
Again, when he ſpeaks of the Reſur- 
rection, he in other Words repeats al- 
moſt the ſame thing, As i» Adam all 
die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 4 
ive, Here is to my thinking as plain a 
Diſcovery of the Univerſal Reſurrecti- 
on of all Men by Jeſus Chriſt, as of the 
Univerſal Mortality of all Mankind by 
the Sin of Adam. And the Apoſtle 
ſeems to me as plainly to intend the one 
as the other, No, ſays Mr. Ooawell, by 
no means. All that are 22 Chriſt ſhall 
mnaced riſe; But all that are in Adam are 


not in Chriſt; and Immortality belongs to 
| | q | | thoſe 1, 19%» 
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kis Body, But how then muſt the Wicks 
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thoſe only who have actual Juſtification i 
Chriſf, But how will Mr. Dodmell male 
this out? St. Paul does not only tell u 
here, That as in Adam «ll die, ſo in 
Chriſt ſhall all be made alive; but alſo 
after wards comparing our Diſadvantage 
by dying in Adam with our Advantage 
in riſing by Chriſt : He ſays expreſly, 
That as we have born the Image of the 
Earthy Man, we ſhall alſo bear the Image 
of the Heavenly. He ſeems to me very 


_ plainly to ground the Reaſon and Ne 


ceſlity of the one upon the Diſadvantage 
that we have ſuffer'd in the other, mał- 
ing the Parity to extend univerſally to 
all the Perſons that ſuffer'd in the for- 


mer. 


I know very well, that a Glorious 
Immortality belongs to thoſe only who 
are juſtify'd in Chriſt, But how will 
Mr. Dodmell prove, That the Reſur- 
rection, -which may be to Torments 
as well as to Happineſs, ſhall be to 
thofe only that are thus in Chriſt! 
Why, By our Union with the Myſtical Boa 
of Chrift in our Baptiſm, whereby our Bo. 
dies are inveſted with all the Privileges of 


cd 
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ed and Infidel Sinners, who have dis 


daind both Chriſtian Faith and Chriſti- 
n Baptiſm be rais'd from the Dead, 


that they may be brought to Judgment? 


They muſt riſe too, to 4 Reſurrection of 
Damnation. And yet they are not in 


Chriſt. And what will Mr. Dodwell 


ay now ?. Either the Wicked and Un- 
believers, who are not anited to the My- 
tical Body of Chriſt, who have not the 
Union of the Spirit that Immortalizes 
Men for Happineſs, muſt not riſe at all, 
and then they cannot be brought to 
judgment. Or elſe there muſt be ſome 


other way of attaining to a ReſurreQi- - 


on, beſides by that myſtical Spiritual 
Union. Unleſs Mr. Dodwell will impute 
Their Reſurrection alſo to the more Ex- 
traordinary Pleaſure of God. If he does, 
be ſhould ſhew us upon what Authori- 
ty. Till he does this, it will be very 
unreaſonable for any Man to pretend, 
That the All who are by a Reſurrecti- 
on to be made alive in Chriſt, ſhall be 
moſe only who are in Chriſt by Faith, 
ad by his Holy, Santtifying, Immor- 
alizing Spirit. For ſince we find that 
many muſt riſe to « Reſurredtion of Dan- 
vation, and Torments, and ſuch as have 
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46 Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
no Union with his myſtical Body and 
Spirit; it cannot be reaſonable to in 

| terpret thoſe Words of St. Pau! e b. 
Chriſtians only. Ir is methinks muci 
more reaſonable to believe, that our Reh 
ſurrection from the Dead comes to ug 0! 
by Chriſt's Expiation of Adar?s Sin, rt! 
ther than by the Sanctifying Spirit. Ando! 
conſequently, That all who die in 4! 
dam ſhall be rais d by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
then be Happy or Miſerable according 
to their Actions. That as Adam's 8 
has brought Death on all Men, < 
ſhall Chriſt's dying and riſing for us, 
bring us all without any Exception un- 
to Life. . the Happineſs or Mig” 
ſery of that Life to depend on ſuch our 
own good or bad Converſation, as the 
Condition that our Chriſtian Cove 
nant has Reſpect to. It's therefore 
methinks a moſt Invincible Argument 
of the Falſeneſs and Unreaſonablenels 
of Mr. Doawels Notions, that they 

 1mpugn one of the molt neceſſary and 
important Doctrins of Chriſtianity 
That of a general Reſurrection of all 
Men from the Dead, and the Rewards 
and Puniſhments that are to enſue 
thereupon. | | 
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Again, He thinks that his Notion will 
bravely ſolve all the Diſficalties in the Eter- 
nity of Torment. But when I came to ſee 
how, I could think but very indifferently 
of that Solution: Ir is in part by denying 
thoſeTormentsto perhaps the greater part 
of Mankind: Heathens on dne Hand, and 
ill Unbaprizd Infants on the other. A 
quick Solution. And all the Anſwer as 
to the reſt is only this, That they have 
made it their Choice. But as Arch-bi- 
ſhop Tillotſon has well obſerv'd; this, 


make him to acknowledge that his Deſtructi. 
n is of himſelf; yet for all that it does 
rot ſeem fo clearly to ſatisfy the Objection 
from” the Diſproportion between the Fault 
and the Puniſhment.” And that becauſe 
the Sinner does not chooſe the Eter- 
ral Torment directly, but only by con- 


of ſequence as he chooſes that Impeni- 
ency in Sin, to which Eternal Puniſh- 


ment is annex d. And ſo his Anſwer is 
indeed rather evading than anſwering 
the Queſtion. For the true Pinch of that 


J Queſtion will lie in this; how it conſiſts 
with the Righteouſneſs of God ſo to an- 


nex an Eternity of Miſery and Torment 


to the Commiſſion of a Sin, that has 
oniy 


- — 


Ferm. 35. | Fhi 
vol. fol. ps 
tho? enough to ſilence the Sinner, and to 422. | 
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only ſome ſhort Pleaſure or Advantage, 
as that thereby the Sinner caũnot chooſe 
a {mall tranſient Delight or Profit, but 
with the Danger of Everlaſting Fire in 


Hell? To this Mr. Dodwell gives no An- 


ſwer at all; nor in Truth do I think that 
the Objection can in any tollerable man- 
ner be reply d to with Mr. Dodmwell's O- 
pinion, That the Soul is 4 Principle ni. 
turally Mortal. For, to ſuppoſe God by 
an Extraordinary and: Preternatural Pom. 


er and Pleaſure to perpetuate Sinners for 


an Eternity of Torments, a Puniſhment 
_ Exceeding. the Natural Powers. of their dezret 


of Being, is, I think, very: much to In- 
creaſe, not to. ſolve the Difficulty. And 
if I had nothing elſe: to offer, but this, 
againſt Mr, Dodweil's Opinion, I ſhould 
think that this alone would be ſufficient 
Wann 


And it is to me no ſmall Confirmati- 
on of the Belief of the Soul's Natural 
Immortality, that it better ſolves this 
Objection that we are now ſpeaking 
of, thao, I think, it can be ſolv'd avy 
other way. For it makes the Eter- 


nity of the Torment not to be a Poſitive 
part of the Sentence, or Judgment; but] 


only 
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only a Conſequential one; and not to 
8 much from his Will and 
reternatiral Pleaſure, as from the Na- 
ture and Condition of the Creature pu- 
niſn' d. He that is hang'd for a- Villany, 
committed in a quarter of an Hour, 
muſt, notwithſtanding all that, con- 
tinue under the Power of Death, till the 
End of the World, and the laſt Reſur- 
tection. And the long Continuance of 
the Miſery reſulting from this Puniſh- 
ment, proceeds from the Nature and 
Condition of the Creature Puniſh'd : So 
allo in the Caſe before us. If an Im- 
mortal Creature, put into aState of Tri- 
aland Probation, ſhall for his ill Uſe of 
that favourable and gracious Opportunity 
de at laſt condemned to Miſery, I do 
dot ſee but his Miſery ' without an ex- 
raordinary Miracle, muſt be Everlaſt- 
ng. It inevitably follows ſrom the Im- 
nortality of his Nature, and can no o- 


| 


| 


1 er wiſe be avoided; than either by 


od's annihilating him, or by ſome new 


8 


rial, or Tranſlation. All which, tho' 


„opel Revelation - ſpeaks not one 
Fable, gives not the leaſt Expectati- 
115 of; but rather declares, That the 

E Miſcry 


deed in the Power of God, yet our Wo! 
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ments cannot better be accounted for 


thinks we have not. He owns, tha 


Miſery of ſuch muſt be as laſting as the 
Pena) Nature of the Creature And 
as I am perſuaded that the Ri 1 
neſs of God in the Eternity df Tor- 


than thus by the Natural Immortality 
of the principal patt of Man; ſo do! 
think, that this is a vety juſt Objection 
againſt Mr. Dodwel''s, Op bien From 
theſe unanſwerable Difficulties: that 
apparently attend Mr. Dodwell's Prin- 
eiple, I cannot but think that it is very 
reaſonable to conclude, hat it is bot! 
Erroneous, ang n and ere 
1821013 
But bexpnals from: Reaſon! a8 25 9 
Incompetent Judge, and tells us, That 
the Soul's Immortality is nut capable of bring © 
od by Reaſon from the Nature of tk ſe 
Soul, but wants a new Revelation of thi 
Goſpel to recommend it. And this be 


the Goſpel bears witneſs to the actuã 
Immortality of a great many Souls, tho 
not to all. But I would fain know 0 


him, what Evidence he can bring iron Ma 


- Scripture to prove That the Soul is Nac, 
Principle naturally Mortal. This M 2 


Doanel tells us in the Title. page, that N FI 
Wii Cc 
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can probe from Scripture and Fathers. If he 
can do chat, Tſhall be very willing to give 
dp the belt of my Reaſons to the Divine 
n facred Book.” But in 
Truth, I ſcarce ever Knew the Authority 
of the Scriprute pretended to in any Cauſe, 
with ſo Httle Reaſon and to ſo little Pur- 


ble, as it has been no in this.' Nor did 
ever find the Teſtimony of the Fathers 
o abts'd.” ' 5 1 1. 5 ; 160 KY BEN 
FSQ Rom wil 2117 1 


' Firſt as toSctipttre, His chief Proof 
Expreffiqns'in His Diſcourſe to the Cor7z- 
ian, of the Refurtection. In which, 
off ſpeaking of the Difference between our 
id Mortal Bodies here on Earth, and the fu- 
ol fore Immortality of them after the Reſur- 
fection, he calls the prefent Mortal Bodies 

by the Name of oye 4vy/u%, which wer 
JF tranſlatea Natural Body ; or if you will, 
you may call it a Body enliven d by a Soul, 
making the Soul the Principle of the 
hof Animal Life; and this Soul Mr. Dodwell 

o calls the the Image of the Earthy Mortal - 
on Man. The Body that is hereafter to be 
is lacorruptible and Immortal, he calls 


Mee Trevpdlizey, the Spiritual Body; from 
hence Mr. Dodwell concludes the Uni- 
C2 E 2 on 


% 


koch thence is grounded up St. Pals a. , 


44. 


g. 49. 
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52 Fuſtice done to Human Souls. 
on with the Spirit to be the Image of 
the Heavenly. And then ſuppoſing that 
we are all Mortal, as we are in Adam, on- 
ly by having our Bodies animated with 
ſuch a Soal or Principle as is by Natare 
Mortal, and making this the Image of the 
Earthy Man, he thinks that the whole 

Tenor of the Apoſtle's Argument and 
Diſcourſe, in which he tells us that all 
die in Adam, confirms the Truth of his 
Suppoſition, That the Sou! muſt be a 
Principle naturally Mortal, and this the 
only Reaſon. of St. Paul's calling it a 

Mortal, or Natural Body, from the Mor- 
tality of the Principle that enlivens it: 
This is what Mr. Dodwell . ſeems to aim 
at; and I am ſure that I have repreſented 
it with its full Force, and not one Tit- 
tle to its Diſadvantage. In anſwer to 
which we muſt conſider, | 

1. That as St. Paul is here diſcourſing 
not of the Mortality of the Soul, but 
only of the Body; or if you will, of the 
Man by a Separation and Diſſolution of 
the Body; ſo no juſt Concluſion can 
from thence be drawn to prove the Soul 
Mortal, unleſs it appears either directly 
or by Conſequence, That the Mortalli- 5 
1575 


Tuſtice done to Human Souls. 


ty of the one proceeds wholly and ab- 


ſolutely from the Mortality of the other. 
If indeed the A poſtle's Argument is fo 


form'd, that the Mortality of the Body 


proceeds from, and: mult be aſcrib'd to 
the Natural Mortality of the Soul, and 
cannot otherwiſe ' conſiſtently be ac- 
counted for; then Mr. Doanell is in 
the right; but otherwiſe his Argument 
is wholly. inconcluſive and of no Force, 


Let us then conſider, 


2. Whether the Mortality of the Bo- 
dy, according to the Scope and Purport 
of St. Paul's Diſcourſe, muſt be neceſſa- 
rily aſcrib'd to the Mortal Nature of the 
Soul. And whether the whole Series 
of that Diſcourſe does not as well con- 
iſt, and with Expreſſions altogether as 

Proper and Agreeable, upon the eſta- 
g bliſb'd Notion of the Soul's Immorta- 
ir Yity, as otherwiſe 7 Does St. Paul in that 
ne whole Diſcourſe once ſay, that the Soul 
of Ii Mortal, or that the Mortality of the 
an Body proceeds from that of the Soul, 
zul or any thing that neceſſarily ſuppoſes 
ly that? Nothing like it. All that he ſays 
u- Ii, That there is a Natural Bod) and a 
ty hiritual Body, that the Natural Body 
1 E 2 f 
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is that Which we derive from Adam, 
who had it given him at his feſt: Crea- 
tion; and the Spiritual , „that Which 
we are to receive flom 'Chiritk at the 
General Reſurrection. The Natural 
Body of Adam was form'd out of the 
Earth, and enliver'd only by à Created 
Natural Principle of Life, which we 
call Soul, which God bend into him, 
and ſo made that Firſt Man to become 
a Living Soul. Thus the Firſt! Man's 
Mortal Body was of the Earth, Earth. 


And as "_ Second Man is the Lord 


from Heaven, ſo by the Power of the 
Eternal Spirit of ſeſus Chriſt ſuch Chan- 


ges and Alterations ſhall be made in that 
Body, that by its then Spiritual Nature 
it ſhall continue to all Eternity. And 
thus St. Paul makes good his Deſign; 
That as we derive Death, or Mortal 
Bodies from Adam, ſo ſhall we a Re- 


ſurrection and Immortality from Chriſt. 


But what is there in all this that proves 
the Soul Mortal? Cannot this Body be 
Mortal, unleſs the Soul be ſo too? Will 
not the Death of Mankind by a Sepa- 
ration of Soul and Body as well account 
tor all this, as the Natural Mortality 
af the Soul? Yes, moſt certainly. b 
U 


Eee. 


. 
* n 


* Z 
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oA a3 to dint] inen 
But, St Paul calls this Mortal Body by 
a Name that inſinuates its Mortality to 

a from that of the Soul. How 


The Name is a Natural Body, or a Boay 
enliuen d only by a Soul. And what is 
that? Why only a Body that has no 
Internal Principle of Life in it, but as 
it is united to the Soul. And conſe- 
quently a Body, that by being ſepara- 


ted from the Soul, - neceſſarily diſſolves 


into Corruption. Such is the Body 
which we receive from Adam. And this 
is the true Image of the Earthy Man; 
not a Mortal Soul, as Mr. Doawell preca- 
riouſly ſuppoſes. There is no need of 
having recourſe to that, but to the Na- 
tural Mortality of the Body, that can 
have no Life, \ only as it derives it from 
the Soul, and therefore can continue that 
Lite no longer than it continues its U- 
nion with the Soul. This is a ſufficient 
Ground of the Propriety of the Expreſ- 
ſion, without running to a Mortal Soul, 
as the Reaſon of its Diſſolution. The 
Body may thus die, and yet the Soul 
{urvive it. Mr. Dodwe!! himſelf allows 

E 4 the 


does this appear? What is this Name, 
or how does it infinuate thus much? 
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FJaſtice done to Human Souls. 
the Soul to ſurvive the Death of the Body 
by a Præternatural Power. But what need is 
there of making this Continuance Præter- 
natural, when the Reaſons and Conſiſten- 
cy of St. Paul's Diſcourſe will as well ad- 
mit of it by its dw n Natural Immortali- 
ty, and the juſt Force of his Arguments 
be not one jot lefſen'd. or diminiſh' d? If 
this be his beſt Scripture Proof, I muſt 
beg leave to ſay; That he does but tri- 
fle with Holy Scripture, and prevaricate 
with the Apoſtles, and put ſuch a Senſe 
upon em to ſerve his own Turn, as the 
Scope and Intention of their Diſcourſe 
does not neceſſarily require. There is 
not, I think, the leaſt Reaſon to be pre- 
tended to the contfary ; but that the 
Mortal Body may die, and be diſſolv'd 


by its Separation from a Soul that ſur- 


vives by. its own Natural Immortality, 
as well as by any Preternatural Power 
or Pleaſure whatſoever; If then no 
more be to be concluded from hence than 
this, That our Senſe and Interpretation 
of St. Paul's Diſcourſe ' is as Juſt and as 
Reaſonable as Mr. Dodwell's, it's enough 
to our preſent Purpoſe. It ſhews at leaſt, 
that thus far we are zqual ; and from this 


Place nothing certain 1s to be concluded 


againſt 


] 
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t 
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againſt the Natural Immortality of the 
Soul. Arguments of this Nature that 
are deſignd ſo wholly to ſubvert and 
to deſtroy long-receiv'd Principles, ought 
to be neceſſarily Concluſive, that they 
may be ſufficiently Convincing. And 
without this, I am apt to think that 
they will be but little ſet by. But, 


3. Tis not enough to ſay, That the 
Force of St. Paul's Diſcourſe will as well 
conſiſt with our Notion as with his; 
but I may add moreover, That our No- 
tion and our Interpretation of this Place 
agree much better with the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, and with what we 
find certain and clear in other places of 
deripture. For, 


1. If St. Paul's Argument did fo pro- 
ted, as Mr. Dodwell would inſinuate, 
and ground the Mortality of the Body 
upon the Natural Mortality of the Soul, 
ind thereby prove the Soul to be a Prin- 
ple naturally Mortal, how will Mr. Dod- 
uu then prove, That the Soul does not 
Actually die together with the Body? 
he Generality of Mankind will believe, 
lat it fares with moſt Beings according 

TBE: to 
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tc their Nature ad the original Pur. 
ſe of Cod in theit Creation; unleſs there 
ſound very cleiand ſttong Evidence 
to the contrary. Men will not be for: 
ward to admit, that God deals with his 
Creatures always in miraculous and 
Pretermataral Diſpenfations, Sometimes 
we art to conclude the Natural Power 
of things from what appears in Fact; 

' arid*fometumes we are to conclude of 
probable or improbable Facts from what 
we mow of the Powers of Nature. 
And would Mr. Dodell have argu'd ei- 
ther of theſe Ways; he might have 
drawn redſonable Concluſions. If from 
the Scriptüre Proof of the Soul's actual f 
Immortalicy, he would have concluded 
for its Immortal Nature; this is ſuch au 1 
Argument as, I think, has been allow'd 8 
in all Ages. And chis is the very Rea. 
ſon why 1 chin St. Paul could ne ver in 
tend to inſinuate, That the Soai is 
Mortal Principle, and the true Reaſo 
of the Mortality of the Body; becaul 
to pretend to prove from the Scripture 
That the Soul is a Principle natural! 
NMertal, is to advance an Argument up SC 
on St. Paul's Authority, that will alway Pe 
bear very hard againſt the cleareſt Proo 
=. vill © 
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we have of its actual Superexiſtence * 
when ſeparate from the Body. Mr. Dod. 
50 Himſelf: has been ſo fenfible of the 
Force of ſuch à Concluſion, that he had 
8 left poſſibly” to avoid it. 
And that is, by ichputing the act Ex. 
iſtende of the ar DeathHot to a 
18 "Propciple;”" but to a Freter natu- 
% Poet. And chis is um 
1 4.2 
2. Second Reaſon os I addy ts > of 
N zgainft Mr. Dodve/Ps Interpretation of 
St. Paas Diſcourſe, That he cannot 
reconcile ſueli a Notion, and ſuch a Prin- 
ple with'other Seriptures, that atteſt the 
SouPs cru Immortality, without hav- 
ing recourſe to ſuch a Diſtinction and 
Solution, as is wholly Groundleſs, Pre- 
carious and Unreaſonable. He confeſſes, 
That tho? the Soul is natural Mortal, 
yet it does not ar die. But how 5 
o? Becauſe it is perpetuated in Being by xxlv, 
JF: Preternataral Principle of Divine Ori- rh ww 
ginal, but diſtinct from the Soul. 1 pray +: 39% 
what Evidence, or what Proof from 13 
Scripture has Mr. Doawell, that the Su- 
perexiſtence of the Soul, after the Death 
of the Body, is to be imputed rather to 
an extraordinary Præternatural Power 
than 
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than to its own, Natural Immorality, 
given 2 its, frſt Creation? As 0 the 
Father 1 ſhall ſpeak cby and by. But 


to, the Scripture, 1 do not remem. 


all that Holy Book. Foo nd ſeems to favour 

vr Opinion: 1g aut indeed in his 

fore:mention'd- Diſcourſe about the Re- 

ſurrection, aſcribe That, and theImmor- 

1 tality of the Body after it, to the extra. 

bl nat Changes that ſhall be made in 

1 it hy the 1 hs and 1 of Ses; but 

1 ing of this as tg the guperexiſtence 

noting 5 proves indeed the Future 

1 8 Bog the Man, by an Eternal 

Union of the Body and Soul in Cæleſti- 

al Happineſs, to be deriv'd from the 

Spirit of God, And this is the new Life 

and Immortality, . Which St. Paul tells us, 

47 are brought to licks by the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 

| | 1. 10. but not the at Immortality of 

if v. 104, 105 the Soul in a | State of Separation, as Mr. 
Dodwell would inſinuate. 


| If there be any thing . Would 
ſeem to lean that way, it would be the 
Diſtinction that St. Pau! makes in one 
Place between the Body,, Soul and Spirit, 


as the three Conſtituent parts of 


er. (0, much as one ſingle Paſſage in 
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pray God that your mol. ad Soul," Theſ. 5. Hh 
44 Body may; be preſerv'd Aan leſs; to the? 1 10 


all 
a 
both agree, the in this deyvout affecti- 
onate Prayer, St. Pant to expreſs him- 
ſelf wich the greater Fervor and Fulneſs, 
may poſſibly accommodate himſelf to the 
Opinion of the Philoſophers of that Age 
concerning Man, yet no Inference can 
ug be, dean from thence, but what 
mu agree as, well With the Senſe of 
Scripture] in other Places, as. with the 
Philoſophy of that Age. It is then con- 
ſeſo d between Mr. Dodwell and me, that 
according tothe. Pythagortan and Plato- 
vic Philoſophy, Man was fometimes ſaid 
to be compounded of two, Parts, and 
r. ſometimes of three; ; ſometimes only of 
body and Soul, and ſometimes of Boay, 
Soul, and Spirit. And that thoſe who 
d nention'd only Body and Soul, divi- 
e ted the Soul into two Parts, the 4vx4 
e ad the AVER, the Interior Soul, which: 
, they made the Fountain of the, ſenſual 


Appe- 
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appetites and Affections; and this they 
"2 low'd' to be Mortal Aud the other, 
the. 'S4perior, aid the t*0f ; Reaſon 
And to 1 Phitloſc phy f may "rs rant that 
Se Paul alludes. But then T miiſt beg 
leave to ask of Mr, Dotwell theſe two or 
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ae Whetber chis SHperior Spirit 520 not 
a5 Natural and Bk ia to 'Mankind, 
as the Senſative Soul or Ktſimal Prin: 
eiple? The ilofophets-did fo account 
itz and the Scripture docs, I think, do 
ſo too. And e eqvenriy, Whether 
this "Spirit be 1 realen And 25 
neceſſary a Part of. e true Imape of the 
Earthy Man as che Senſitive Soul? Wbe⸗ 
ther, when God breathed into Man a 
Living Soul, making the firſt Man the 
true 2 5 an Pater of all that were to 
deſcend from hin; * 0 his very 
Nature convey? to this Divine 
Breath or Spirit,” the Hl Pom of 
Reaſon and of the Knowledge of God; 
as the true diſtinguiſhing, Priociple he- 
rween Mar and Beaft; and as fuch En. 
rial to, and Conſtituent” of human Nature ? 
1. ſay, \ wherher: this Living Soal firſt 


deriv”d from God in the original Creation 
4 of 
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of Mam and given as the true I 
Diſtindt ion between Man and Reaſt, 
muſt not oeceſfarily. include the Rational, 
ved! Spir it, as woll as the Senſative 
The Philoſophers make ito; and 
do not know one Glance in all the Scrip- 
ture, that ſeems in the leaſt to inſinuate 
the cbotraty. St. Paal therefore ma 
(if he pleaſes) accomtnodate his Expte 
ons to "he Philoſophy of his Times, 2 
once upon Occaſion ſpeak of Body, Soul, 
and Spirit, as the complete Cooſtituent 
parts of Man. But as He does not in 
the leaſt inſinuate that this third Con- 
ſtituent Part, the Spirit, is an: Extraor- 
dina — Fawn and Præterhatarul — o 
beg leave to, ask again, t 


1 1880. * 


3. Ho Mr. Dodell came to Dream 
af a1 Mortal Soul's actual Immortality by a 
Praternataral | Elatas ? By a — 
e Homer or Pleaſ ure? Why the Rea- 
ſon is plain, Mr. Dodwell's Opihion, and 
the Scripture Account of Human Souls, 
could not otherwiſe conſiſt. A Princi- 
ple that is »atarally Mortal, and yer by 
he Evidence of Scripture does not actu- 
Wy die, cannot ſubſiſt but by a Power 


chat is  Preternatur a and Extraordinary, 


Aud 


- ſo plainly appear'd to proceed upon 
Mortality of the Body could not o- 


have reconciPd a Natural Mortality on 


ſtice done to Human Souls. 
And here is the! true Bottom of that 
groundleſs and ptecarious Aſſertion. It 
wus neceſſaty to Mr. Dodeil's —8— 

in that his Notion and the 
T eſtimonies' could not otherwiſe conſt 
NT * i 


| Thave ions the loaget in his Mares 
in that it- Arge 28 1 intended; | | 
1 Fin ah bhirfly, That our Inte-. 
3 St. Pauls Diſcourſes is more \ 
0 

N 


agreeable; both tothe Nature of Things 
and the Teſtimony of other Scri _ 
than thatipf Mr. :Doawell. I will co 

feſs, That if St. Paul's Diſcourſe: bad 


the Mortal Nature of the Soul, that the 


therwiſe conſiſtently with his Argu- 
ment have been accounted for, than to 


one Hand, with an actual Immortality 
on the other, muſt have driven us all ly 
to this Mr DoawelPs Præter natural Power, 
But when there is no nced of this, but % 
the Argument of St. Paul for the Mor- vie 
tality of all Human Bodies, as deriv'd % 
from Adam, and the reaſon of the Ex- ” 
„ Ppreſſions 
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preſſions, will be as well and as properly 
accounted for by a Separation of Soul 
and Body without any more ado: W 
ſhould any Man endeavour to put ſuc 
a Senſe upon his Words as will involve 
himſelf in unreaſonable and unneceſſary 
Difficulties, and drive him upon ſuch a 
Preternatural Power and Pleaſure as 1s 
altogether precarious and groundleſs ? 
Does the Scripture ſpeak one ſingle Word 
of a Preternatural Power? Or does the 
Scripture ſay, that the Soul is ſuch a 
Mortal Principle as Mr. Doawel! ſpeaks 
of? Or do any of St. Paul's Reaſonings 
neceſſarily require ſuch a Principle? If 
they do, I will give up this Cauſe, and 
engage to come in to Mr. Dodmell's Opi- 
nions. If they do not, he muſt exculz 
me if I do ſay, He can by no means prove 
Irom Scripture, that the Soul is a Prin- 
uple naturally Mortal. But the Evidence 
which we have from thence of its actual 
Immortality, muſt be allow'd fairly to 
onclude for it, by à Natural Power 
ven to it at its firſt Creation, and not 
ly any thing Supernatural and Extraor- 
lnary. Nor will it ſucceed any better 
vith him from St. Paul's diſtinguiſhing 

body, Soul and Spirit, unleſs Mr. Doawe!! 
F CAN 
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Juſtice done to Human Sonde. 
can prove, that the Spirit there ſpoken of, 
is not a Neceſſary, Natural and Eſſenti- 
al part of Man. And in this, I think 
that he will have neither Philoſophy, 
nor Scripture on hishde. 


N What I pray was our Bleſſed Saviour 
ol meaning, when he ſaid, Farber into thy 
ie 23: Hands I commend my Spirit ? And what 
#* St. Stephen's, when he cry'd out, Lord 
As 7.59. Jeſas receive my Spirit? What is it that 
they thus commend into the Hands of 
their Heavenly Father by the name of 
Spirit? Is it their Natural Soul, by 
which they become ſenſible of Joy or 
Sorrow? Or is it only a Præter natura 
Flatus If it be the former, as I al mog, 
1. perſuade my ſelf that Mr. Doawe/l will. 
_ grant that it is, he muſt either prove tha 
19 the Immortality of thoſe their Spirits it 
— 1 a ſeparate State is Præter natural, or ell 
we ſhall conclude, and that too fron 
the Authority of Scripture, That th 
Soul of Man is a Principle by Natulf . 
Immortal, Nor can he poſſibly trot a 
Scripture prove the contrary. Wherg, 
fore, 


t 
al 
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Fear 
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FR From hence alſo we may obſerve 
with what tender Care and Caution 


Men ſhould bring the Notions and Opi- 


nions of the old Philoſophers to the Re- 


velation of rhe New Teſtament. The 
Holy Pen-men may ſometimes allude to 
their Expreſſions, and yet not neceſſa- 


; nly Efpouſe and Patronize the Opinions 
of the Philoſophers. The want of this 


thoſe ſo remarkable Particularities, which 
re almoſt every where found amon 

the Primitive and Ancient Fathers. And 
indeed very much of this ſeems to have 
tappen'd to Mr. Dodmell. He has been 
o long and fo familiarly acquainted 


dophy, that the Apoſtles are not only 
uppos'd by him to deliver all their Do- 
trins in Platonic Phraſe and Words, 
ut moreover, the Notions and Opini- 
Is of the Heathen Philoſophers muſt 
; ſet up as the proper Guides and Di- 
ours to find out the true meaning of 
Holy Scripture. And becaule thoſe 
arned Men, who had no Divine Re- 
ation to enlighten them, could know 
thing of the Soul farcher than they 
F 2 could 


ro 

th 
ti 
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Caution has been one great Cauſe of 


vith the Pythagorean and Platonic Phi- 
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could conclude from the Faculties and 
Powers found in Mankind ; and there- 
upon ſ{uppos'd a Lower Soul, which they 
calld the 4vx+ or Soul, to be the Seat or 
Fountain of the ſenſual Appetites and 
Affections, and believ'd this, ſome of 
them, to be Mortal. And becauſe, they 
again make the other Part, the Spirit, 
to be the true Sear of Reaſon, and of 
the Knowledge of God : Therefore Mr. 
Doawell will have it, that St. Paul too 
intended the Soul to be a Mortal Principle, 
and the Spirit a Principle Preternatural, 
At this rate Pythagoras and Plato muſt 
be taken as the only Judges of Truth 
and Certainty. And we muſt conſider 
St. Paul's Diſcourſes, not as tho? that 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles had bee 
commiſſion'd to bring them out of Dart 
zeſs into Light by any new Revelation off 1 
Doctrins from Heaven, but only by writY i 
ing Commentaries on Pythagoras's anq; co 
Plato's Works. If this could be ſuppos'Y * 
to be the great Purpoſe and Uſe of th m: 
Holy Scripture, it would I confeſs witF ſo 
me take off abundantly from that mo M 
wonderful Veceration and Eſteem that lh: 
have hitherto had for it. And if thn 
were the only proper Key to open t 
| fl 
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true Meaning and the uſeful Doctrins 

of that Holy Book, I could then the leſs 

wonder at the Papiſts in denying the 
reading of it to the People. It could 
not be truly Profitable and Proper to a- 
ny but to thoſe only who have been firſt 
well read in the Doctrins of the Philoſo- 
„ phers. Even the Pope himſelf, notwith- 
H ſtanding all his boaſted Infallibility, if 
r. Plato's and Pythagoras's Opinions ſhould 
once be loſt, would then molt 1nfallibly 
deceive himſelf. At this rate Pythagoras 
and Plato, by whoſe Notions Mr. Dod- 
well ſo often determines his Thoughts, 
muſt be allow'd better Guides in points 
of Chriſtian Faith, than any Pope, or 
any Church in Chriſtendom. 


If, Sir, you now think that my 
1 off Thoughts begin to ramble, conſider what 
ricY leſs than this can well be ſaid of a Diſ- 
and courſe, that under the ſpecious Title of 
o ri ptur e. proof looks rather like a Ro- 
th mance written for the Sport and Diver- 
wit on, than a Book for the Edification of 
no Mankind? The very beſt of his Friends 
hat ſhake their Heads, and ſay that Feſtus 
eich new what the Natural Effect of 700 
tan Learning is, altho' he miſtook it in 
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70 Fuſtice done to Human Souls. 
the Application of it to St. Paal. As 
to my ſelf, if I could once be aſſur'd 
that theſe trifling Arguments would 
do no Miſchief to Chriſtianity, by hav- 
* ing the Authority of Holy Scripture un- 
juſtly affix d to them, Mr. Dodwell might 
fil] for me write unregarged, and live 
off unprovok'd, and hug himſelf in his 
e, boaſted Comforts of the Applar/e of good 
i] Men, and the Reverence even of his Ad- 
werſaries, I have no other End in all 
4 this Trouble I give you, than to let you 
LY ſee that the Scriptures alledg'd by Mr. 
1 Dodell to prove the Sou! Mortal, have 
18 no more juſt Force to that Purpoſe, than 
$': they have to prove the Pope Infalli- 
ble: Or any other ridiculous Point that 
vou will think fit to mention. Let us 
now 


II. Enquire /econdly. Whether he has 
any better Countenance for this his Opt- 
non from the Catholic Doctrin of the 
Fathers. This indeed is the Pretence 
1} with Which he has amus'd the World. 
| For, as to Scripture, this is ſo well 
J knowm in this happy Nation to all our 
| People, that I found every Body rather 
| - curious to hear what Texts of Holy 

- | Writ 
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Write 10 woald Ts VOOR for his Pur- 
ole, than apprehenſive of any might 

Fears that he could do therein. But — 
to the Fathers, whoſe Writings are more 
Voluminous, and known to have, each 
of them, ſome ſingular Notion or other 
peculiar to themſelves, here it was ex- 
pected that ſomething probable at leaſt 
to his Purpoſe would have been produc'd. 
In which the World was very well pre- 
| WM par'd to diſtinguiſh between their pri- 


vate Opinions and the receiv'd Doctrins 
Jof the Church. 


n And tho' I muſt confeſs, that conſide- 
i- ring the Fathers, as coming juſt new 
at from the very imperfect Doctrins of the 
us Cree and Italian Philoſophers, there 

mult be ſome Allowances made for 

{ome Expreſſions that may now and 
aas then fall from them, in accounting for 
pi- the Reaſon, and Manner, and Philoſphy 
the of the Doctrins, which were then taught 
nce by the Chriſtian Churches; yet in the 
Id. Cale now before us, they generally 
vellF believ'd and taught concerning the Hu- 
dur man Soul juſt as we do. Or if there 
therf be any conſiderable Difference to be 
lol bund in their Expreſſions, it is when 
V rut F 4 they 
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they are driven to anſwer the Objections 
brought againſt their Doctrins, by re- 
courſe to ſuch Philoſophical Axioms and 
Principles as were known and receiv'd 
in that Age, and among the People with 
whom they had to do. In which, as 
J ſaid before, their Reaſons were often- 
times rather Convincing to the Perſons 
who had the ſame Philoſophical Princi- MA 
ples with themſelves, than ſtrictly and His 
juſtly Conclufive. | pe 


Now theſe Things being a little con- Wth 
ſider'd and allow'd for, Mr. Dodwell Ime 
ives as lame an Account from the Te- pe 
timony of the Fathers, as he has done 
from the more ſacred Authority of the 
Word of God. thi 


There is nothing indeed more eaſy, 
nor more common in Men's Appeals to 
the Notions and Opinions of others to 
countenance their own, than for them 
to Deceive and Impoſe upon the Reader 
by a Similitude of Words and a Likeneſs 
of Sounds, when their true Senſe and 
Meaning are quite different and diſa- 
4 2 77 And how notoriouſly Mr. 
Dogwelt has Deceiv'd and Abus'd his 

Reader 


5 
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Reader in this Reſpect, you will be a- 
ble to judge, when I tell you, that the 
Words Immortal and Immortality have 
ee Different Meanings, and are us'd 
i; three different Relations and Reſpects 
among the Fathers. 


1. Immortality with them Ggnifies an 
Abſolute, Neceſſary, Independent Ex- 
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iſtence, that includes a continual and 


perpetual Duration without Beginnin 
as well as without End. In this Senſe 
the Fathers deny'd the Soul to be Im- 
mortal, as this is an Immortality that is 
peculiar to God alone. 


2. There is beſides this that which I 
think I may call a Created Dependent 
Immortality, as to which, the Soul, tho? 
it deriv'd its Beginning from the Will 
of God who made it, yet it deriv*d ſuch 
a Nature in its Creation as became a 
being that was deſign'd for Eternity. 
And ſuch Immortality as this they un- 
deniably aſcrib'd to Human Souls. 


3. Laſtly, Immortality among the 
fathers is us'd to denote not only the 
continual, or perpetual Duration of the 


Soul 
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Soul in Being, But alſo the Felicicy 4 
Happineſs of that Being. And tlie. 
longs not only to the Soul alone, but to 

the whole Man, Body and Soul too, u- 

nited together at the General Reſurrecti- 
on. And this kind of. Immortality the 
Fathers do indeed very reaſonably and 
very juſtly aſcribe, not to Nature, but 
to the Grace of God in the good Fruits 
of Innocence and Righteouſneſs, and tt 
to the Divine Operation and Sanctifica- It 
tion of the Spirit of God. | w 


Now as theſe Diſtinctions are Juſt Nor 
and Reaſonable, ſo give me leave to p 
jet you ſee what Uſe is to be made of Nye 
them to the right Underſtanding of the ih 
Fathers about the Soul of Man. W 


1. Firſt then you may obſcrve, almoſt 
univerſally, that whenever the Fathers 
deny the Soul to be Immortal, they ſpeak tali 
only of that firſt Abſolute, Independent Ito: 
Immortality by a neceſſary Exiſtence, Go, 
which they molt rightly thought, can Coy 
belong to none but God. 


2. That when they ſpeak of the Soul's Ib x: 


Immortality, as depending on the WillJLife 
| 2 on 
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of God, and on the Pleaſure of him that 
created it, they do not mean as Mr. 
Doawell falſely ſuggeſts, any Arbitrary 
Will diftint# from and ſuperadded to the 
Original Deſig a of Creation; but, if T 
may fo ſpeak, that Original Will, and 
Pleaſure, and Purpoſe of God, where- 
by he made all Things what they are, 
and gave to every Creature what Na- 
ture, and Powers, and Faculties he 
thought fit. They do not ſuppoſe, 
with Mr. Dodmell, that the Souls of Men 
are preſerv'd in Being for Puniſhments, 
Wor for Rewards, by a Preternataral 
| WM Power and Arbitrary Pleaſure, and be- 
ond the Natural Capacity given at 
: Wtheir firſt Creation, but by that Original 
Will and Pleaſure of God, whereby he 
made them what they are. 


- 3. That when you find the Immor- 
i Wtality of the Soul, or the Man, imputed 
o the extraordinary Power or Spirit of 
God, you are not to underſtand only the 
nEContinuance and Duration of their Be- 

ng, as tho? they, would otherwiſe have 

been diſſolv'd and immediately return'd 
Fs nothing, but rather their Immortal 
il Life in Felicity and Happineſs. Now 


Ol if 
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if Mr. Dodwell had but conſider'd theſe 
Things well, I could almoſt perſuade 
my ſelf, that he would eaſily have given 
up all theſe Teſtimonies of the Fathers, 
which he makes ſo great a Noiſe with, 
as nothing at all to his Purpoſe ; and 
would have burnt his Book rather than 
have Printed it. But who can help it, 
if he will miſtake Things that are very 


plain and eaſy ? 


To let you ſee that I have not artifici- 
ally devis'd theſe Diſtinctions only to 
evade the Force of his Primitive Teſti- 
monies, but that the Fathers do indeed 
ſo ſpeak, and write, and are Reaſonably, 


derſtood, I will give you two or three 

Inftances in each Particular, and leave 

you your ſelf to examine the reſt at 

Four own Leiſure, if you fo think I »: 
t. : 


d 
{ 
1 
| 
and Juſtly, and Neceſſarily ſo to be un- : 
v 
4 


1. Firff then, That when the Fathers 
deny the Soul to be Immortal, they 
mean only that Eſſential, Abſolute, In- 
dependent Immortality by a neceſſary 
Exiſtence, is very plain from the Rea- 


ſons they give, and the expreſs Decla- 
2 | rations 
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rations which they at the ſame time 
make, that this is an Immortality which 
can belong to none but God only. I 
begin with Juſtin Martyr, who is the 
firſt Father ſummon'd by Mr. Dodell 
to give Evidence on his ſide. This Fa- 
ther, ſays he, blames Plato expreſly, for 2. 
ſerting the Doftrin of the SouPs Natural 
Immortality. He tells us expreſly in Oppo- 
ſition to him, od wiv Ae Xen HMH 
«liv, We maſt nat call it Immortal. Dial. 
cam Tryph. p. 222. Tis very true, thoſe 
Words are in Juſtin Martyr, as Mr. Dod- 
well has tranſcrib'd them. But why did not 
he conſider whether this was an Eſſential, 
or a Created Immortality, which the P/a- 
toniſts aſcrib*d to the Soul, and this good 
Father renounc'd ? The very next Words 
would have given him ſalfcient Light. 


Ayinmos Is H Asus ist nate Tivas My 044 juſt. M. | ö 
yes Halo, For according to the Plato- P. 223. 


nic Philofophers it is both Unbegetten and 
Immortal. So it ſeems they taught: And 
this is what the good Father could not 
approve of. And he gives his Reaſons 
againſt it afterwards: Mises y dyinrile; 
x de dagſes 6 Oeòs, Y dic TITo Oe ig; Tor God 
only is Unbegotten and Uncreated, and there. 
fore he is God. All other Things beſides hins 


are 
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78 Juſtice done to Human Souls, 
are Bezotten or Created, and Corrup:jble. 

For this reaſon Souls alſo Die and are Pu. 
niſh'd. For if they had been Uncyeated, they 

- could not have Stum d, nor been full of Folh, 
Oeg5tian nor Fearful, nor * Headſtrong. For what. 
ſoever is Unbepotten is like and equal to 

any other Thing that is alſo Unbegotten, 

and indeed ſo much the ſame Thing with it, 

that the one cannot in Diznity ar Power 

be preferr'd before the other. From whence 

tis plain, there cannot be many Things un. 
begotten, or uncreated : For if there was 

any diſferente between ſach uncreated Be- 


a 


1 
| 


| 
| 
| 


. 224, 1085, Hou cannot by any Search whatever 
4 be able to find the cauſe of ſuch difference; 
| but after an infinite Toil and Labour in 

Enquiry, you muſt at laſt reſt in one un- 

1 created Being, and call that the cauſe of all 
| Things. Thus that learned Father. I 

have tranſlated his Expreffions into Exg- 

liſh, that any Reader may ſee with the 

leſs trouble, in what Senſe it is that he I. 


denies the Soul Immortal. No other- ! 
wiſe than as the Platoniſts erroneouſly I 
defended its Immortality: Who inſiſt- a 


ed on {uch Arguments and Reaſons, as 

(if allow'd) would have taught the 

World, that our Souls had never been 7 

created; would have rais'd them to an U © 
* equa- 
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equality with God, and exempted them 
frotti' the Juriſgiftion and Dominion of 
their great Cteator. This is all the na- 
tural Immortalit) Which Juſtin Marty 


denies the Soul: And 'who is not of his 


Opinion ? Who pleads that the Soul is 
uncreated and equal with God in Digni- 
ty and Power ? No Body now that I 
know of. If they did, this good Father 
declares againſt them ; but denies no 
other Immortality of the Soul than this. 
See then and wonder, that a moſt mor- 


ify'd. Man, who in one reſpe& Rejoyces Pedic- 


and Glories to ſuffer Perſecution for Con- 
ſcience ſake, ſhall yet at the ſame time, 
make no ſcruple to ſerve a turn, by no- 
toriouſly Deceiving and Impoſing upon 
the World, in the. Opinion and Senti- 
ments of the primitive Church. 


Tis true, this Father ſpeaks of the 
Soul as Corruptible, and Dying, and be- 
ing Paniſh'd, and the like: But then it 
is plain from the Immortality that he 
is here pleading againſt, that he can in- 
tend no other Corraptibility and Death, 
than as all created Beinps are ſubject to 
the Power who creatcd them, to be 
Diſſoly'd and Deſtroy'd finally, if their 

; &reat 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls, 


great Creator ſhould think fit. And 
this is no more than What, I think, 
we are now all agreed in; altho' at 
the ſame time it is plain, that this could 
not be, if the Platoniſts Notion of the 
Soul's uncreated Immortality were true. 
The Soul is not ſo Immortal as that its 
out of God's Power to diſſolve and de- 
ſtroy it; but it is ſo Immortal, as that 
it does not Die with the Body, but ſur- 
vives it, and continues in a State of ſe- 
paration, by its own created and in- 
ternal Principle of Life. Both theſe 
Things Jaſtin Martyy undeniably af- 
firms. And that the actual Immortali- M* 
ty which he declares for, is not Preter- WM 
natural, but by a created natural Power, “ 
I doubt not but that I ſhall make ſuf- Ne 
_ Evident and plain, by and Wl 

y. 


In the mean time let me only ſhew #1 
you how agraeable that which 1reve-Y4n 
us Writes, is to the Notions and Opi- NW. 


nions of Juſtin Martyr. He, alluding}fu 
to the ſame Notion of the Philoſophers . 
expreſſes himſelf thus. Siqui autenger, 


hoc in loco dicant , non poſſe animas eas 
que paulo ante eſſe cæperint, in multumſſ 
| ſempuß ir 


PY 
A [NT NT” . Ws _ 
C —* A r In 
6 


& ſine fine vere & ſemper idem & eodem, 
modo ſe habens ſolus eft Deus, qui eſt om- 
zium Dominus, &c. But if any ſhould 
now ſay, that thoſe Souls which but lates 
h had 4 Beginning, canndt continue in Be- 
ing long, but that they muſt be Uncreated 
that they may be Immortal; or if they had 
Beginning of Exiſtence, that they muſt 
therefore Die with the Body : Let them 


know that God alone, who is Lord of all, 
is without Beginning and without Exd, 


truly and always the ſame. . Now what 
can poſſibly be more to the _ of 
that ancreated Immortality of the Soul, 
which, I told you above, the Philoſo- 
phers had pleaded for, but the Chriſti- 
ins denied, than theſe Expreſſions are? 
2-And yer to my great Amaſement, the 
„Words that Mr. Dodwell cites out of this 
og Author, to prove his Belief of the Souls 


rs Jura! Mortality, are taken out of the 


emery next Period to that which I have 
1s $ow Tranſcrib'd. Quæ autem ſunt ab 
uno omnia, &c. For all Things that derive 
pus their Being from him, that have been or 


8 | are 
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., in 
tempus perſe eVerare, [ed oportere eas ant _ lib. 9 
innaſcibiles eſſe, ut ſint Immorteles : Vel l. S4. 
Generations initium acceperint, cum ipſo 
Corpore mori: diſcant quoni am ſine initio 


82 Juſtice done to Human Souls, 
f are created; have indeed their beginning of 
Generation or Exiſtence, and in that are 
inferior to him mho made them, as they are 
not Ingenita, Vncreated: Jet they continue 
in Being, and endure in longitudinem 
Szculorum, forever, according to the Will 
of God their Creator. Theſe are the ve- 
ry Words that Mr. Dodwell has recourſe 
to. And could he yet be ignorant what 
that Natural Immortality was which Ire 
næus argu'd againſt, or what that Will 
of the Creator which he here has re- 
courſe to? I ſhall-ſpeak to theſe laſt 
Words preſently. In the mean time! 
"muſt tell you, that I could not without 
ocular Demonſtration have believ'd, 
that a Man of Mr, Dodwell's Learning, 
and of his Character for Piety and In- 
tegrity, could have prevaricated ſo egre- 
giouſſy in his Appeal to the Teſtimo- 
ny of Primitive Fathers; I could ſhew 
him how he has Trifled and Doubt 
ed with the reſt of 'em on this ver 
ſcore. But I perſwade my ſelf, thay 
theſe two are ſo very plain and hom; 
to the purpoſe, that more is needleſsF, 
and will not be expected from me. 
proceed then to the 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
ry vd le nomml turd! Srl; 9 | 

2 Second Remark; viz. That when 
the Fatliers ſpeak of the SouPs' Immor- 
ality as depending on the Will and Plea- 
ſure of God, they do not mean, as Mr. 


Will diſtinck from the original Purpoſe 
nd Deſigu of God in our Creation: 
But that Purpoſe and Pleaſure, where- 
by he made Things what they are, 
ind gave to every Creature ſuch Nature, 
Powers and Faculties as he thought fit. 
The clearing of this Point, will, I 
ink, quite overthrow all Mr. Dodmell's 
Preterſces® of God's preſerving Men for 
Puniſhttieor by a mere Arbitrary Pleaſure, 
operadded-to the natural Powers of the 
ul, and the original Purpoſe of God 
0 the firſt - Creation of Man. This is 
he main thing that he uififts on, that 
he Souls of Dying Ferſons are thus only 
petuated in Being after Death, and that 
bad Fathers themſelves do thus account for 
WW Immortality. To this purpoſe he 
y 3 bronght ſome Paſſages, that do, I 
© Wifeſs, fay, - the Soul lives by the 177 
Pleaſure of God. But then, as they 
0 otherwiſe deny'd the Soul's vaPwrat 
a mortality, than in oppolition to thoſe 
8 G h 
2 who 


Doawell falſly ſuggeſts, any arbitrary 
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alone: So they no otherwiſe affirm 


on Creation. What derives its Being 


or Power of God, that he can Diflolyi 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls; 
who made the Soul Immortal by ſuch a 
neceſſary Exiſtence as is peculiar. to God 


its Life to depend on the Will of God 
than as that is neceſſaril conſequent up. 


from God, muſt be ſubject to his Do- 
minton, and can continue no longer in 
Being than the Will and Pleaſure of 
him who created it ſhall think fit. This 
is the continuance of all Beings in the 
World whatever. It can, without a Mi- 
racle, be no longer than as the Na- 
ture of it, given by him who createc 
it, will admit; and this created Nature 
is very juſtly call'd the Will and Ples 
ſure of the Creator. Nay, Nature i 
ſelf may be ſo controul'd by the ſuper! 


and Deſtroy that by his Infinite, Soveſ . 
reign, Præternatural Power, which 

without ſuch a miraculous Power woul 
continue for ever. Such a Præternatur . 
Mortality of the Soul as this, I freelſ tell 
confeſs the Fathers pleaded for; as M 
was contrary to the Heatheniſh eſeννnuõ 
Immortality, and did alike make tiſthe 
Soul equal with God. The Philoſ%, 


phers who aſterted the Soul to have 


Unc 
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uſtice done to Human Souls. 
uncreated Immortality, for the ſame 
reaſon alſo; maintain'd that it could not 
poſſibly Die nor be Deſtroy*'d, No! not 
even by Almighty God himſelf. Fhe 
Fathers, on the other hand, as they 
defended that the Soul originally deriv'd 
its Being from God, ſo alſo, that it could 
have no other Principle of Immortality 
than what, in the Nature of it, it de- 
riv'd from the God that made it. This 
is all that the Fathers intended. But, 
that the Soul ſhould be ſo created a Prin- 
ciple naturally Mortal, as that it ſhould 
actually dye with the Body, if God did 
not of his arbitrary, Pleaſure per petuate it 
by a Preternatural Power: I his is what 
me Fathers, Tatian excepted, have nor, 
chat I know of, the leaſt, Intimation of. 
ri A ſhort View of the Paſſages cited by Mr. 
v@ Poawel' out of ſome of the chief of them, 
el will ſufficiently clear all this Matter, 


u Firſt then for the Teſtimony of Jaſtin 
ray Martyr as to this particular Point: He 
ell tells us in the very Words mention'd by 
Mr. Doawell, that tho? the Souls have 
i not an uncreated Immortality, yet nei- 


w — * 


eee 


* 


"vo dh . 9 
* * „ * 
46. iS. TER e , % 
” U 
4 


ther, ſays he, Do 1 affirm that they all ſuſ. M. | 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 

ed. What then? 'The' Goos continue in a 
better Place, the "Unjuſt and Mittel in 4 
worſe, waiting for -1 rhe: Day of Judgment. 
So that then thoſe who are fit 10/appear before 
God (ball Die no mort; the other are to be 
Paniſbd 45 long as' he pleaſes that they [hall 
continue and PaniſYfa. What Plato 


fays of the World," that it is ſubject to Cor. 


rubtion as it was created, and yet ſball not 
be diſſolvd nor be ſubj eff to the * Pomer 
of Death by reaſon of the Will of God: 

Tou ſeem to think alſo of the Soul, and 
of all Things elſe created. All T hings but 
God are ſubject to Corruption, may 5 aif- 


folt and ceaſe to be; God only 1 is Uncreated 


and Incorruptible, and ar ſuch is God, All 
Things elſe beſides are Created and Corrup- 
tivle, And thus Souls alſo may Die and 
na be PaniſÞd. Theſe are the Words 
together, out of which Mr. Dodell choſe 
ſuch Scraps as would beſt ferve his Pur- 
pole. But from the whole of them thele 
Things may be obſerv'd. . 


. As I ſaid before, that no other Im. 
Wortaitey is here deny d the Soul but that 
e/ſeatial one, which is peculiar to God a- 
lone. So God only is Uncreated ana Iu- 


2. That 


. Juſtice done to Human Souls. 


2. That the Will of God here ſpoken 
of, is no other than that Will and Plea- 
ſure, whereby he gave Things their ſe- 
veral Natures, according to the continu- 
ance that he deſign'd them. Wicked 
Souls, he tells us are to be Puniſh'd as long 
4 God pleaſes, that they ſhall cuntinus to be 
Puniſb d. The only Queſtion then is, 
whether the Will and Purpoſe of God in 
ordaining the Wicked for Puniſhments, 
were that Original Purpoſe whereby he 
was directed in his firſt Creation of 
Things: Or another Will and Pleaſure 
ſuper added to that of their firſt Creation. 
If the firſt, there can I think, be no doubt 
but that God gave every Being a Nature 
ſuitable to the Continuance for which it 
was deſign'd. If Mr. Dodell determines 
for the ſecond, I leave him to reconcile 
ſuch an After- council with the Perfe- 
Ction of the Divine Wiſdom in Crea- 
ting, and with the Perfection of his 
Juſtice in the Puniſhment of Sinners. 


To me it ſeems as clear as Light it ſelf, 
that no more was intended by this Primi- 
tive Father, than ſuch a Will and Plea- 
{ure as Creation always ſuppoſes, and as 
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88 Fuſtice done to Human Souls. 
evinces ſuch a Dependency of the Soul on 
God, as the Philoſophers would not allow. 
By this Will of God in the Creation of 
the Soul, it is that it /;ves after the Death 
of the Body, expecting the Judgment, eve- 
ry good Soul in a better State, every bad one 
in a worſe. Not by a Preternatural Pom- 
er ſuperadded to that of Creation (the 
Fathers ſay not one Word of this) but 
by an eternal Decree as early and as an- 
tient as the World it ſelf. As early as 
God's Pleaſure that there ſhould be a 
Judgment, which was ordain'd from E- 
ternity, that the Wicked might not e- 
ſcape the Vengeance of God: For that 
would be an Advantage and aDelight to them. 
But obſerve again from theſe Words. 


3. That the Corruptibility and Mor- i 
tality here aſcrib'd to the Soul is no o- 
cher than what is Eſſential to every 
thing as it is a Creature, and as oppos d I tc 
to that Incorruptibility which is peculi- Js 
ar to God alone. For the Philoſophers ſe 
Doctrin went thus far, That what was II 
Uncreated could neither ſuffer nor die; I 
and in Oppoſition to this, the Fathers Y# 

- did affirm the Soul to be both Corrup- I 
tible and Mortal; that is, capable of be- Cr 


rn ou * 
by * 
«the 


Philoſophers pleaded that the Soul was 
Life, and as ſuch could not die, he re- 
plies in Words cited by Mr. Doawell, 
No Body denies that the Soul lives, not 
that it is — by an underiv'd neceſſary 
Exiſtence; but 4s it has receiv?'d Liſe by 


Creation. Ithas this Life as long as God 


will have it live, and ſo it ſhall not have 
Life when God will not have it live: For 
it has not Life in it ſelf, as God has in 
himſelf. This is plain to be all the Va- 
tural Mortality that they pleaded for. 
Such as ſhould not by an Internal neceſ- 


lary Exiſtence exempt it from the Power 
of God, if he thought fit to annihilate 


It, 
This Power, it's true, he juſtly aſſerts 
to Almighty God over the Soul, as well 
as Over other Creatures. And in Con- 
lequence of that, he ſays, that as when 
Man is to die, the Soul leaves the Body, 
ind the Man is not: So when God will 
lave the Soul to be no more, he withdraws 
that vital Breath, or Spirit, given at the 
Creation; and then the Soul is not, but 
7 3 returns 


Juſtice done to Human Souls, 89 
ing made ſo by the Power of God him- 
ſelf, but no otherwiſe. This is plain Fu/tin IA, 

from what follows. For whereas the? 22“ 
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go FJuſtice done to Human Souls. 


who can deny God, that made it, to 
have this Power over it? But this does 
by no means aſſert it to be ſo created 
Mortal, as that it would by its own 
Nature die with the Body, did not 
God by a Præternatural Power ſuper - ad- 
ded to that of Creation, perpetuate its 
Beiog for Rewards and Puniſhments. 
/ This Mr. Dodell affirms, but Juſtin 
| Martyr does not. So alſo-when Len us, 
„ who, as Mr. Dodwell tells us, fallom'd the 
j c. 64, Reaſonings and Expreſjions of Juſtin, ſays, 


| 
1% That Souls continue in Being; and endure 
N for length of Ages, according to the Will of 
. Cod thein Crentor; Tis plain he alſo 
15 means the Will of God in their firſt 
| Creation: As he explains himſelf in the 
rerſere. fare Chapter; Souls therefore receive Life 
q rantia m. aud per pet aal * Daratiion from God that 
Fl gives it them. Firſt having no Being, then 
they laft, or endure, when God would have 
them to Be and to Sabſiſt: For God muſt 
have Dominion over all Things, and all 
Things neceſſarily be ſubject unto him. 
W hat can be more plain, than that this 
is only pleading againſt ſuch an Eſſen- 


. 


— 


( 
return, from whense it fir ſt mas t . And 


Th 


tial Incorruptibility as belongs tof uy, 
God alone? Tis true, from the ſameFthz 
| Chapter, 
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| Juſtice done to Human Souls, 91 
C Mr. Dodell“ has cited a Paſ- 
fage, in which he ſays, the Wicted Un- 
grateful Man deprives himſelf of his per- 
petual Duration. But then it is as true, 
that this is ſpoken of the whole Gompo- 
ſrum, the Man, not of the Soul in a ſe- 
parate Exiſtence. latte rid fo 38 


The ſame Author in four or five Chap- 
ters of His Fifth Book writes more Phi- 
loſophically ; and yet there too he more 
than once aſſerts the Soul, as diſtinct from 
the Spirit and the Body, to be an Immor- 
tal Subſtance. de 5713 1 4 10H 


Cap. 7. 


j 4 


'\ Athenagoras in his excellent Treatiſe 


and expreſs in ' declaring Man to conſiſt P. 56. 
of 4 Body and an Immortal Soul; but in- 
deed his ſtrongeſt Reaſons for the Re- 
en ¶ ſurrection proceed upon the Neceſſity 
we of reſtoring the Body, as well as of the 
uſt immortality of the Soul to perfect the 
all Man. And that we may be ſure that 
im. Ide ſpeaks of Natural, not a Præternatu- 
his ral Immortality, he tells us expreſly, 


en- That every Thing has a Continnance ac- p. 37. 


tONiraing to its own proper Nature. So 
meſthat J muſt confeſs, it's an Aſtoniſhment 
el; £9 


} 
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t © of the Reſurrection, is not only plain athenag; || 
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92 PFiuſtice done to Human Souls. 
to me, how any Man, who has read 
theſe Things, could conceit that the Fa- 
thers believ'd the Soul ta be à Principle 
naturally Mortal; .or that their Continus 
ance and Perpetuity in Life depended on 
any other Will, or Plea/are of God, than 
that of his Original Panpaſe ins their 
Creation. : 


WS N 888 7 *, 
1 571 . 


3. Immortality among the Fathers is 
us d to denote, not only continual: and 
perpetual. Duration, but alſo Felicity. 

Accordingly, when they impute the Im- 
mortality of the Soulor the Man, to the 
extraordinary Power or Spirit of God, 
they do not mean the Duration of the 
| Soul, but its Felicity. It is thus that we 

— 4 are to underſtand Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Il when he ſays, Hu, #2 5 Sod; vb, Cc. 

The Law that is given us, commands us to 

avoid all Things that are really Evil, a: « 

Adultery, Senſuality, Abominable * Unna. 

tural Uncleanneſs, Ignorance, Unrighteou/-i} 2 

neſs, the Diſeaſe and DEATH of te. 

Saul; not that which ſeparates the Sou v 

from the Bedy, but which ſeparates the Sou: t/ 

from the Truth, and thereby makes it 

Miſerable, tho it does not deſtroy its B 

Being. It's thus alſo that Lactant ius tels /; 

| us; 


j 
{ 
N 


— 


ww 


Juſt ice done to Human Souls. 93 
iS; Anima materia &. cilus eſt ſols Fuſti-Labt. de. 
. teneter ad witam: Righteouſneſs Ca. f. 144 | 
ns the only Swubſeſtence and Food of the Soul, Ed. Oꝛoũ. 
nich it it preſerttd' in Life. This is 686. 
one of the Father's; whoſe Authority ö | 
Mr. Dodwe/l. has brought for Evidence 
of; the Soul's Natural Mortality. Give 1 
me leave then to lay before you a few 1 
Paſſages from this Author, and you will 1 
ſoon confeſs.how wretchedly he has been l 
perverted by Mr. Dodell. Speaking of * 
Death he declares, Cajus non ea vis ut iu. pag, 183. | 
juſtas animas ext ing uat omnino, ſed ut þ 
puniat in æternum; That its Power is not 1 
ſach as wholly to extinguiſh wicked Souls, 4 
but to puniſh them for ever. That Paniſh- 
ment we call the ſecond Death, which al- 
6. / is Perpetual, , as well. as its Immortality. il 
6 Here it is as plain as any thing I think | 
can be; that Death is put, not for a State | 
. of abſolute Diſſolution, but of Sufferings | 
„and Milery,; and Immmortality for Bliſs. | 
he And accordingly. he goes on; Ihe firſt | 
ou ve define thus: Death is the Diſſolution of | 
au the Nature of living Creatures: Or thas ; 1 
sit Death is the Separation of Body and Soul, if 
its Bur the ſecond Death thus; Death is the 1 
/, Hering 75 Eternal Miſery: Or thus; 1 
Death is the Damnation. of, Souls, to Eter- 
| 14 
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0 con- 
antes 
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lie done to Human Souls, 


nil Torments, attording 10 their Deſerts, 
This does not 205 to Beaffs, "whoſe Soul 
not conſiſting of any thing Divine, x but of 


common Air, are A r by Der. Here 


is ſuch a Natural Reaſon given of the 
Mortality of other Crotitares, why 
ſhews this aticient Author could not 
think the Souls Tmimorrality by wp Pre. 
fer natural. And yet to my very great 
Amazement, ſomè of the Eric torts by 
which this Author is repreſented to the 


World as believing the Soul to be a Prin- 
ciple zatarally Mortal, are taken out of 
the very Page that 1 have no referr'd 


to. 


In ſhort, to udfledeive the Reader 28 
to the true Purport of thoſe Citations 
from Irenens, Theophilus Antioch, La- 
ctantius, and ſome others of the Fathers 
whom Mr. -Doawell' has undeſervedly 

roduc'd to his Purpoſe, the Matter 

nds thus: They ſpeaking of the State 
and Condition of the whole Man, Bo 
dy and Soul together, do, I grant, all 
of them declare, that at our Original 
Creation we were put into a Condition 
neither abſolutely Mortal, nor abſolute- 
ly Immortal, but capable of either, 7 ac- 
cording 


1 5 o 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls, 
cording to the Good or Evil of our 
Works: 10 217 iilb bn 
Had we continud in our Original In- 
nocence and Righteouſneſs, we had been 
finally Immortal; but by Sin Death en- 
tred, and ſo our Bodies return into 
Corruption. On this Account they al- | 
ſo declare, that we are not Born Im- Lada 7.1. 
mortal, nor have it from our Nature, 1 
but that it is the Recompence and Reward 
of Virtue, But this is not the Natural 
Mortality of the Sou/, but the Natural 
Mortality of the Man, that is here ſpo- 
ken of. And I think we are all of the 
lame Opinion. 5 


ot 


puns pA = 


4 Tis true alſo, that in accounting for 
. Ftleſe Things, they have recourſe to the 
„ fbiloſophy which they had learn d, and 
, peak of Spirit, Soul and Body, as making 
r 
( 


up the whole Man; and refer this to“! 
the fore-mention'd Words of St. Paul, N 
1 Theſ. 5. 23: And when they ſpeak 
1 {ore particularly of the Spirit, they call 
% Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit 
Goa, alluding to the firſt Creation of 
Man, when God breath*d into him, and Gen, 2. 7. | | 
he became a living Soul. And yet they ' 
1 | are 


— - — 9 
"4 — — _ 
X . i — 
« . 7 
— 2 . a * * 
— * * C3 - a" ” BR. — = * 


£ ” 3 l \ 
1 9 2 * 2 * * 
5 7 * , 1 
1 1 
N i. 4 


76 


N 

j 
c 
| | 
| | ; 


— 
| 


* 


De anima 


Tap. 14. 


Juſtice done to Human Suulr. 
are not ſo unanimous in making the 
Soul and Spirit diſtinct parts of the Con. 


poſitum Man, but that Tertullian expreſly 


declares, that theſe di/f;nf# Parts, whe- 
ther two, as Plato made them; or three, as 
Zeno; or more, as others there menti- 
on'd by him, they are nat diſtinct Parts 
of the Soul, or Being, but only. ſeveral vi- 


res, & efficaciæ & operæ, Powers, Caps: 


cities and Operations of one Soul. And 
accordingly, a few Lines above, he de- 
fends expreſly ſubſtantie unionem, an 
Unity / of | Subſtance in the Soul. And 
cap. 10. he gives this Reaſon for it, That 
neither Soul nor Spirit can be divided ont 
rom another, nor either of them exiſt apart, 
which might be, if they were diſtin 
Subſtances. Now if in theſe their At- 
tempts to bring the beſt of their Philo- 
ſophy to the Scripture Hiſtory and Ex- 
preſſions, they happen, ſome of them, 
now and then to let fall ſome Expreſſi- 
ons that ſuited better with their Philoſo- 
phy, and with Thezr receiv'd Principles 
than with Ours; and which as ſuch 
were more agreeable to the People 0 
that Age than to us; as I know no Body 


that cenſures or condemns them for it,: 


ſo Mr. Dodwell has no Reaſon to pal 


thoſe 


0 
* 
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Piuſtice done to Human Souls. 
thoſe Notions and Opinions on the 
World as Catholick Doctrins, and to be 
angry with other Folk for not being 
willing to receiye them as ſuch. Eſpeci- 
ally when its undeniably evident and 
plain, that what ſoever Difference ſome of 
them make between the Soul and Spirit, 
yet none of them but Tatian allow that 
Soul to be Mortal by ſuch a Natural Mor- 
tality- as we are now ſpeaking of, but 
acknowledge it to ſurvive the Body by 


er as it receiv'd from God in its firſt 
Creation. 38 | | 


T might have diſmiſs'd this Subject 
here, but that I told you, That as the 
Death of the Soul in the Senſe of the 
Fathers is only its Continuance in Miſe- 
ry and Torments, ſo on the other hand 
that Immortality which they ſay we re- 
ceive from theSpirit of God given to us in 
our Baptiſm, is not the Immortality of 
dur Souls, as of Principles that were nat a» 
rally Mortal without it; but the Reſurre- 
tion of our dead Bodies from the Grave, 
and the capacitating-them for an Immor- 
tality in Heaven together with the Soul, I 

will give you two or three Paſſages that 
_ $8 H will 
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ſuch its own Natural Capacity and PONY. 


98 Fuſtice done to Human Souls, 
will be enough to clear this Matter. And 
here alſo I muſt again have recourſe to 
thoſe very Places that Mr. Doawell has 
been endeavouring to bring over to ſpeak 
of his fide. Irenæus, in a Chapter writ- 

ten on purpoſe to prove that the Reſur. 
rection promis d to us does not reſpedt our 
1 Spirits, which be tells us art natarally Im. 
| Lib. 5. c. J. zzortal, after he has in ſeveral Expreſſi- 
| ons declar'd for the Immortality of the 

Soul, tells us, That per ſpiritum ſurgen- 

tia finnt corpora ſpiritualia, uti per ſpiri- 

tum ſemper permanentem habeant vitam; 
the Bodies riſing by the Spirit become Spi- 
ritual Bodies, that they may have Life by the 

Spirit which continaes for euer. But from 

hence to argue for the Sox/'s actual Im- 

mortality only by that ſame Superna- 

rural Spirit, is a way of Reaſoning pe- 
culiar to Mr. Dodwell, and approv'd by 
po Body elſe that I know of. In like 
manner, when in the next Chapter he 
begins thus. NManc autem partem aliquam 
ejas ſpiritus ſumimus ad perfect ionem & 


Lib. 3. c « preparationem incorruptels, & c. But novg i 
we receive ſome part of his Spirit in or ty 
der to Perfection and 4 Preparation for In B. 
corruption. And again, If then thiſ fo 
. PLEDGE, r SEAL, dwelling i T. 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls, gg 
af makes us Spiritual, then (hall that which is 
Mortal be ſwallon' d ap of Immortality. And 
ain, What will the univerſal Grace of the 
pirit, mhich is given to Men by God ao, 
when it ſball make «us like to him, and per- 
felt at by the Will of the Father? Theſe 
be calls Syirituul, and the reſt of Man- 


- BW kind:Carnal. And that he does not here 
. ſpeak of the Spirit, or Breath, which 
ewas given at our Creation, when God 


breath'd into Man and he became 4 living 
Soul, but'of the extraordinary Graces of 
'; the Spirit promis'd in the Goſpel, is 
plain from what follows. For the In- 
he corporeal Spirits, (i. e) thoſe breath'd in- 
mil to us in out Creation, ao not make the 
m- ¶ Spiritual Man, but our Subſtance, that is, 
na- n Union of Bod) and Soul, taking to it 
pe · ¶ the Spirit of God, perfetts the Spin itual 
by BY Man. This forms us aft the Image or 
keV likeneſs of God by San tification; this 
hel gives us the true Perfection of our Na- 
aum ture, which was originally after God 


= . * 4 
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N rreated in Righteouſneſs and true Holiueſs; FU 


au this gives us the Deuomination of ! 
or tual Perſons, and by this Spirit ſhall our 
J Bodies alſo be made Spiritual, and fitted 
thi for a Bleſſed and Glorious Immortality. 
This is all that this good Father intend- 
41. H 2 ed, 
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ed, that the Sanctification of our cor- 
rupt Nature by the Spirit of God is ne- 
ceſſary to fit our Mortal Bodies for a 
Bleſſed Immortality in Heaven. And 
from ſuch Expreſſions as theſe to dream 
of Mortal Souls actually Immortaliz'd by 
the 133 Spirit of God, is what, 
T think, no Man alive, that had not a 
Cauſe and a Party to ferve by fome here- 
tofore unknown and uncommonn Noti- 
ons, could have dreamt of. I am very 
tender in ſaying any thing that may 
feem to bear hard — the Sincerity of 
one who has had ſo great a Character 
for Piety and Zeal as Mr. Dodwell's has 
been in the World. And yet, to wreſt, 
and ſhrew, and pervert the true Mean- 
ing of the Antient and Primitive Fa- 
thers, as has been done in this Diſcourſe, 
cannot but be a Elemiſh and a Diminu- 
tion to him, whenever the Authors that 
he appeals to come to be fairly and faith- 
fully examin'd. x 


I could ſhew you how the fame Fa- 
ther goes. on again in the very next 
Chapter to tell us, that when St. Paul 
{ays, Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the 


IS. x, . 
f Ming dom of Goa, he means no more than 


ſuch 


l 
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ſuch of Mankind, who by nor being i 
ſanctif d by the Spirit, give themſelves | 
up to the Luſts and Deſires of the Fleſh, 
and are thereby. call'd Carnal, and de- 
clar'd to be unfit for God's Heavenly 
Kingdom. 


But that I may not detain you too 
long in an Enquiry of this Nature, I 
will only give. you a few Paſſages more 
out of Lacfantius, and then I need not 
doubt of your full Satisfaction in all this 
Matter. | 


This very Author, whom, as I ſaid 
before, Mr, Dodwell brings in as on his 
ſide, has not only drawn up together 
ſeveral of the belt and ſtrongeſt Rea-y,,,,,. | 
ſons that he could find in J and o- 
thers, arguing both from the Powers, and 
Faculties, and Operations of the Soul to 
prove its Immortality, but alſo to ſhew 
that he intended ſuch a real NVataraz 
Immortality as we are now diſputing 
about; he uſes among others thele very 
Reaſonings. Opera animi indicant ant Ra | 
mam eſſe mortis expertem, The Works. cf 12. 117 
the Mind ſhem the Soul to be incapable of 
Death. And again; The Soul ap- 

—_ oo; pears 
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102 Fuſtice done to Human Sculs. 
Pears to le Immortal, in that we ſee its Works 
are not Mortal. And plainer yet; That 
which proceeds from the Fleavenly Spirit 
continues and. abides for ever, Fen the 
| divine Spirit is Everlaſting. And that 
| Mr. Dodwell may not ſcrew all this to 
= his Preternatural fle, he ſays again, 
i The Soul which is not * Frail, or Corrup- 
sil ile, continues for ever, becauſe its Orig i- 
nal is Everlaſting, Origo ejus eterna eff, 
Thus rhe Soul is declar'd to be a Prin- 
ciple naturally Immortal. And yet there 
is another Senſe in which this Author 
tells you in the very next Page, that the 
JZoul may die. Nam ſi careat virinte, &c. 
For if it wants Virtue, if is diſſolves in 
Pleaſures, it will become obnoxious to Death; 
in that, as we ſaid before, alluding to ſome 
Expreſſions mention'd above, Virtue is 
Wl + rabrica-the * Cauſe of its Immortality, and 
„„ Pleaſare of its Death. Iniquity makes it 
| Miſerable, but it does not deſtroy its 
Being. Judge now, I pray good Sir, 
what Reaton Mr. Doawell could have to 
tell the World, that the Soul's Vataral 
Mortality is capable of being prov'd 
from Scripture and the firſt Fathers. 
Had he conſider'd that the moſt of them, 
T' am ſure, deny the Soul of Man 
— | E 
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ag other Natura! Morialicy, than 
that of Neceſſary: Solf exiſtencg, which 
is peculiar to God aloue; and that they 
aſerib'd its Actual Immortality to no o- 
ther Will and Pleaſure of God.. tlian 
thoſe - concern'd in our Original Creati- 
on; that they believ'd the Soul no o- 
therwiſe Mortal, than as Death denotes 
Duration in Miſery and Torments; and 
impute no other Immortality to the ex- 
traordinary Spirit of God, thao in a Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, and a perpe- 
wal Felicity of the whole Man, both in 
Body and Soul too, he could have but 
© Þf lictle Reaſon to ſay, That the Doctrins 
„Jof the Souls Immortality began, and 
„ | vas firſt brought into the Church with 
che Pelag ian Controverſy. And if you can 
reconcile the true Meaning of theſe Au- 
1 {| fhors with Mr. Dodwell's Judgment and 
Lincerity in his late Quotations of them, 


15 and with theſe his Pretenſions, I ſhall 
ir thank you for the Diſcovery, and freely 
A own, that it's alrogether beyond my 


Power and Capacity. If not, I hope 
„d | ou will give me leave to conclude, that 

it is not every one who retires from the 
World to a Solitary, Recluſe, Monkiſh 
Life, ſpent in a great Meaſure among 
ng H 4 FRE 
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the Platoniſts and Fathers, that always 
makes the beſt Uſe of them, and receives 
the trueſt Information from them. TI 
will ſhew all the Deference to his great 


Reading that can be due to it. But if 


he can by all his Learning, and by all 
his Labour, make it appear, that I have 
not faithfully and fairly repreſented the 
Principles and Opinions of the Fathers 
cited by me, which he has unjuſtly 
wreſted to his own” Purpoſe; I here pro- 
miſe him a Publick and Formal Recan- 
tation. For I have no other Eud to 
ſerve, but that of a fair Diſcovery of 
the Truth. I have no new Schiſm to 


maintain, no new Eccleſiaſtic Community, 


or Peculium, to ſet up and eſtabliſh, 
Theſe Things might poſhbly give a 
new Air, and a new Colour to. all the 
Writings, both of Fathers, and of the 
Word of God, and lead me alſo to mi- 
ſtake their true Meaning and intended 
Senſe as notoriouſly as Mr. Dodwell has 
now done. But as I have no ſuch ſini- 
ſter Regards, fo Truth, on which fide 
toever {ſhe appears, is ſure to have me 
her Follower; and if I loſe her, it's be- 
cauſe {he diſguiſes her ſelf too artificially 
to be known. 

But, 
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But, as I think you cannot, from 
what I have already laid before you, 
but be ſenſible, that it was not the 
plain and certain Evidence either of 
Scripture or Fathers, that put Mr. 
Dodell upon ſuch an Undertaking, and 
that tempted him to ſend ſuch a ſur- 
prizing Diſcourſe into the World'; Give 
me leave, I pray, to make ſome few 


| III. Laſtly, on the uſe that Mr. Dod- 
| Wn makes of this his novel and ſtrange 
opinion. And that is by this means the 
» KY nore effectually to eſtabliſh the Power 
and Authority of one or two Biſhops, 
1 with whom he is now engag'd in a Sepa- 
e nation from the Church of England. And 
e In my poor Opinion, one of the moſt 
i- Isroundleſs and unreaſonable Separations * 
d From a moſt excellent and well Eſta- 
s Fliſh'd Church, that perhaps was ever 
i- Jet heard of in all the World. The 
le Fnaintaining of which has put him up- 
1 Fa ſuch Attempts, and drawn him into 
e- uch Opinions, as the generalicy of 
ly this Nation have ſftoad amaz'd at. 
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10 Faſtice dans to Human Souls, 
In ſpeaking to this Matter I ſhall 
| only ſhew you, i 1 5 2 
, neſs of Mr. DodwelPs Principles and Rea- 
| ſons in general, and without any di- 
rect View to the particular End and 
Cauſe which he has to ſerve thereby, 


2. How much more monſtrouſly 
Ridiculous and 1 they muſt needs 
appear, when apply'd to that particular 
Cauſe and Purpoſe for: which they are 
now deſiga'd by Him. 


1. The great Weaknefs and Emptineſs 
of Mr. DodwelPs Principles and Reaſons 
in general, afid without any direct View 
to that particular End and Cauſe which 
he has to ſerve thereby. The Chain 
of his Reaſonings lies thus: The Soul is 
4 Principle naturally Mortal, and that 
cannot be Immortaliz*d, but by the Spirit 
of God promigd in the Goſpel. That 
Pen. g. Spirit of God cannot be convey'd to any 
„ one but by che Sacraments and Ordinances 
; of -Ghriſtianity: Theſe Sacraments and 
B9%tS- 38. Ordinances cannot be duly adminiſtred by 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
am, but by 4 Biſhop, and thoſe empomer d 


by 4 Biſhop ; and therefore thoſe who 


live not in Dependence on and Communion 
with their Reſpective Biſhop, their Souls 
cannot be capable of Immortality in Hap- 
pineſs. They may be perpetuated for 
Torments by the Preternatural Power of 
God; but as they cannot have the Spirit 
of- God, ſo neither can their Souls be 
Immortaliz?'d to Bliſs. And this conſe- 
quently muſt be the Cafe, not only of 
all the Reform'd Churches of Germany, 
France, Holland and elſe where, that have 
no Biſhop, but more eſpecially (as he 
tells us) of the whole Church of Scotland 
xs it is this Day, and of all ſuch Enthu- 
faſts and Separatiſts whatſoever. Their 
Souls are all quite loſt, and gone, as to 
their hope of Immortality. . 


Sir, You may perhaps ſuſpect, that 1 
only Sport my ſelf with Mr. Dodwell, 
ind Banter you as to his Diſcourſe, and 


think it impoſſible that any Man in his 


Wits could be of that Opinion. I 
ſhould have thought ſo too, if I had not 
had undeniable Demonſtration of the 
Truth of it. Be aſſur'd then, that thoſe 
are fuch Notions as he maintains, and 
| | Bir plea as 
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pleads for with a great deal of Earneſt. 
neſs and Vehemeace. / Alcho? I cannot 
but think him very Unhappy in the 
Attempt on all thoſe accounts. 


1. That to build all this wiſe Scheme 
of Principles and Concluſions on the 
Souls Natural Mortality is altogether 
as Needleſs as *tis Unreaſonable and Un- 
true. Had Mr. Dodwell conſented with 
the reſt of the Chriſtian World in be- 
leiving the Soul Immortal, and had 
only pleaded that Happineſs could not 
have been obtain'd but in ſuch a way 
as he has ſet up, it had been in Truth 
and Reality as forceable a Conſideration 
as that which he has now advanc'd. 
That Notion might perhaps have been 
thought to have had leſs of the Bugbear 
in it, and ſo night not be judg'd fo ſer- 
viceable to frighten old Women and, 
Children, into his new Schiſmatical Pe- 
calium. Ent to all Judicious People, if. 

there had been that Abſolute Power and 
Juriſdiction in Biſhops, which Mr. Dos- 
well {a eagerly defends; the DoCtrin 
would have had the ſame Force and the 
{ame reaſonable Influence, by making 
the Felicity of Mankind to depend onll 

them 
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them, as it can have by making their Im- 
mortality ſo. To ground therefore all 
this rare Diſcourſe: on the Souls Natura! 
Mortality, is what Mr. Doawell had no 
need of. But £58 


2. Tho' I freely confeſs, and with as 
nuch Sincerity as he can pretend to, 
that the ordinary way of Salvation is in 
the Church of Chriſt .alone ; that the 
Primitive Government and Diſcipline of 
the Church, was by Apoſtolical Inſtitu- 
tion under Biſhops; and this what all 
Churches that can, ought to Conform to, 
ind to Preſerve ; Yet in this I cannot bur. 
diſapprove of his proceeding. That he 
has laid as much ſtreſs on this Point, 
which concerns only the external Form 
of Church Government, as tho? it had 
been the one main commanding Purpoſe 
of the Chriſtian Religion. And ſets it 
o upon an equality with the Sanctifica- 
ton of the Heart and Life of Man; as 
bo? God was equally concern'd in Pre- 
kving the Abſolute and Incontroulable 
towers of Epiſcopacy, as in Deſtroying 
the Works of the Devil, and Rooting 
but Idolatry, Injuttice, Adultery, In- 


temperance and all other Iniquity. 


For 
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ou id. p. 65. nar) Means of Remiſſion of Sins, into the 


fo contriv'd the Matter, that none can have 


6f the Chriſtian Religion, is, to deſtroy 


rom the Power of Satan unto God, Thoſe 
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For he tells us expreſly, That God hit 


the Myſtical Communion withoat the Spirit, 
nor the Spirit without a viſible Communi. 
on that is Epiſcopal. And in another 
Place, Thu God defien'd to put the ordj. 


Pover ef the Prieſthood, And in the 
whole, that Biſhops and Prieſts are ſo 
abfolutely Lords and Maſters of the Im- 
mortality and Happineſs of their ſeve- 
ral Flocks; that they can at Pleafure ex- 
clude Men from, or admit them to ſuch 
Happineſs or Miſery. This is what 
Mr. Dodwet! pleads for; but, I believe, 
will not gain ſo eaſie and univerſal an 
Aſſent, as he might poſſibly expect. 


The one great Purpoſe and Deſign 


the Power of Sin in Mankind, and to 
bring Men by univerſal Holineſs of Life 


whom the Goſpel thus calls out from the 
reſt of the World, and admits into: 
diſtin Society by the Adminiſtratio 
of Sacraments; Chriſt calls his Church 
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This Church his Apoſtles put under the 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
Govetament of Biſhops and their Suc- 


prieſts and Deacons under them, he has 


on of thoſe Sacraments. And this is the 
regular way in which all Chriſtian 
Churches - ſhould be Governd. And 
Whoever | unreaſonably ſeparates from a 
Church thus Eſtabliſh'd, is a Schiſma- 
tick, and guilty of a very great Sin a- 
gainſt God; which I think Mr. Dodmeli 
s as much concern d impartially to Con- 
ider, as any other Man. But then, as 
this Inſtitution was for the Edification 
of the Church, and not for its Deſtructi- 
veſt n; and as theſe Sacraments were or- 
au dain'd for the Conſolation, and not fot 

the Slavery of God's People: So, con- 

ſequently, to carry up theſe Things ſo 
jen very high, as tho' the Goſpel was equal- 
roy} concern'd to ſupport an abſolute and 
to incontroulable Power, in the Biſhops and 
ie *resbyters over the Souls of the People, 
joſel s for their Sanctification and Salvation: 
the And after Chriſt's having purchas'd them 
o Act the price of his own Blood, to leave it 
ion at laſt in the Power of his Miniſters whe- 
rch{ ther they ſhould be Immortal or no; 
the thus to turn the Ordinances of Dil 

pline 


ceſfors. /' And ico. theſe Biſhops,: and to 
peculiarly committed the Adminiſtrati- 
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Juſtice done to Human Souls. 
pline into occaſions of Slavery and Ty- 
ranny; and all this without any Referves 
as to the Faithful or Unfaithful, the 
-prudent or imprudent Conduct of ei- 
ther Biſhops or Presbyters: This is 
grofly to Miſtake, and Egregiouſly to 
Abuſe the Divine Inſtitutions of Chri- 
ſtianity; and cannot be well receiv'd 
by any wiſe and judicious Chriſtians. 


1. Becauſe it is contrary to the true 
Reaſon, Purpoſe, Intention and Obli- 
gation'of theſe ſacred Orders; to make 
thoſe who ate ordain'd of God as his 
Miniſters in Holy Things, in conſe- 
quence of that their Function, not on- 
ly Lords but even Tyrants over the 
Souls of the People. 


2. It too much countenances Men in 
reſting ſo on their Being in ſuch, 
and ſuch a Pecalium or Community, a 
to cauſe thern to neglect all other Re 
gards. There is a ſtrange and aſtoni 
ing Weakneſs in Mankind, that is found 
too univerſally to prevail. I mean, that 
of contenting themſelves with the Ex 

i ternals of Religion, and being of ſuc 

* Perſuaſions and in ſuch — 
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- tho? they look no farther. Now, the 


higher we advance theſe Things, and 


the more unjuſt Streſs we lay upon 


them ; the more do we countenance ſuch 
Miſtakes whenever they are believ'd. 
And as this more eſpecially happens in 
the Church of Rome, and all other Sects 
and Parties that engroſs to themſelves 


the Title of Chriſt's only true Church, 


and deny Salvation ta all others: So if 
Mr. Dodwell by theſe vain Pretences, 
happens to ſeduce any of Mankind in- 


to ſuch a Snare and Deluſion, he will have 


the more to anſwer for at the Bar, at 
which he himſelf tells us, that Ignorance 
and Miſtake will not always be admit- 
ted as an Excuſe. 
3. To carry the Powers and Autho- 
rity of any ſacred Order thus extravagant- 
too high; above what the Law and 
eaſon of their Inſtitution firſt intended, 
is ſo far from doing any Juſtice or real 
Service to Epiſcopacy and to the Prieſt- 
hood, that it rather makes them appear 
Cheap and Ridiculous in the Eyes of the 
World; and helps the more to leſſen 
and depreciate thoſe moſt honourable and 
cred Orders, which are already ſunk 
too low. in the general Eſteem of our 


People. 
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It is, I am ſenſible, one of the Evils 
of this Age, that with the Decay of 
Religion, and the Contempt of the ſa- 
cred Ordinances of the Goſpel, thoſe 
whoſe Office it is to Miniſter in Holy 
Things ſhare in the Contempt, and fail 
of having that Reverence and Venera- 
tion ſhew'd them among Men, which 
are due to their ſacred Function. Now, 
among(t the many occaſions of this Evil, 
one has been thoſe ſacred Orders aſſum- 
ing to themſelves more Power and Au- 
thority in and over the Conſciences and 

Perſons of Men, and the common Af. 
fairs of the World, than either the Laws 
of God, or common Prudence, and 
Reaſon, and Diſcretion could admit of, 
And as there is ſcarce any one Thing that 
more injures any Cauſe, than urging i: 
too far, and laying an. unreaſonable an 
unjuſt Streſs upon it; ſo it has happen'd, 
and does, and mult, and will happen 
here. And every Attempt of this kind, 
in railing and exalting any ſacred Order 
above what by the Laws of God can, 
or ought to belong to it, will, to be 
ſure, when that Fraud is diſcover'd, 
ſink it below that Reverence and juſt 
Eſteem, which by the Laws of God be- 
long to it. Upon every ſuch raſh DF: 

| | gu 
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ſign in the Clergy, the Laity tor the 
moſt part make very large and uqjuſt 
Repriſals; and are too apt to conclude, 
That all their Religion is but Prieſt— 
craft and Fraud, hen they obſerve that 
venerable Name made uſe of only to 
give the Miniſters of it an unreaſonable 
and extravagant Dominion over the Per- 
ſons and Conſciences of Men. And 
there is ſo much Truth in this, that if 
I had been an Enemy to Epiſcopacy and 


| Prieſthood, of the latter of which I bleſs 


God that I have the Honour to be a 
Member; and if I could have harhour'd 
a baſe Thought of Villifying and Ex- 
poſing eicher of them, I could ſcarce have 
thought of any Way in which I could 
more ſucceſsfully have employ'd Mr. 
Doawel”s Labours to this Purpoſe, than 
In putting him upon telling the World, 
That God had left it in the ſole Power 
of theſe Orders to determine, whoſe 
Souls ſhall be Immortal, and whoſe not; 
who ſhall be admitted to Immortality, 
and who ſhall not. Such an inexcuſable 
and unaccountable Project, had it come 
rom one of our own Tribe, would moſt 
aliuredly have return'd upon the whole 
Body with all imaginable 4ſadvantage. 
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| Zeal may have puſh'd on Mr. Doawell to 
this new Project, as it happens to be 
without Knowledge, and without Judg- 
ment, and without any juſt Proſpect of 
real and true Advantage to us, he will 
not, I hope, expect any Addreſſes of 
Thanks from the Clergy on that Ac- 
count; however they begin of late to 
grow, in ſome Caſes, too common and 
unprecedented, But 

II. We muſt conſider this new No- 

tion of Mr. Doawell, with a particular 
View to that ſingular Cauſe and Pur- 
poſe for which he has deſign'd it. And 
this is, not the Rights and Privileges of 
Biſhops in general, but to aſſert the 
Right and Power of Immortalizing the 
Souls of all Exgliſb People to one parti- | 
cular” Man, without Dependence on, 
and Communion with whom, there . 
can be no Immortality to any Souls witli- Il 
in Her Majeſty's Dominions. For as 
he tells us, That there is no Poſſibility of Ft 
Immortality but by our reſpective Bi- 
{hop, and that this Conſideration con- 
cerns allSeparatiſts from their true Biſhops ; 

ſo you muſt know, That this our whole FY 
Church of England, as now ſettled by In 
Law and Legal Conſtitutions in Par- 
lament, are from the Queen Her ſelf Fat 
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pon the Thrown down to the meaneſt 
of Her People, all, in Mr. Dodmells O- 
nion, Schiſmaticks and Separatiſts, and 

* WMiholly out of all Title to a happy Im- 

aortality. And that becauſe, as there 

© Min be no Myſtical Communion with 

_ EWChrift, according to Mr. Dodwell, but bj 

) ommunion with our true Biſhop ; ſo 

1 Where can be no true Biſhops here in Eng- 

und, but thoſe who refuſe the Oaths of 

illegiance to this Government. All the. 

xt having made their Communion un- 


f wful by their Oaths, the Non-juring 
d Miſhops are thereby now become the 
of ally true Biſhops; and their Commu- 


on the only true Church of England, 
by which alone we Engliſh Men can now 
hecome Immortal. Of thoſe Biſhops 
ho have ſcrupled to ſwear Allegiance, 
tiere are, I think, but three now alive. 
Of thoſe, one, as I am told, has actual- 
as I reſign'd all Prerenſions to his Biſhop- 
of Wick ; and another is ſaid, upon Occaſi- 
Bi- Nen at leaſt, to Communicate with us. 
on- IThere is then, it ſeems, but one ſingle 
ps ; Man now alive among us, in and by 
ole hoſe Communion our Souls can be Im- 
| by Nnortaliz'd for Happineſs. The whole 
Par- Nation beſide are Schiſmaricks and Sepa- 
{elf Patiſts, and out of the Pecalium, or Ca. 


edicat. 
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munity, to which alone Immortality be 
longs : $5 and as ſuch, muſt either dic like 
Aſſes, or be perpetuated for Torment, by 

40 5 Præter natural. And a Zeal fy 
this Cauſe, Mr. Doawell tells us, is the 
Propereſt Object of Zeal, the Cauſe of God 
and of Religion. Oh, rare Mr. Doanel 
This is Noble, and Pine, and Learned 
and Wiſe, and Judicious: This is, I 
muſt own, ſomewhat very Extraordina 
ry, and highly worthy of this Great 
Man's Character. Who can ſay, but 
that this Author's Writings and Practice 
are all of a Piece? He has Publiſh'd 
from a Friend of his a fine Book, 42 ob 


ſtinat one, I have never ſeen that learned 


Tract, but without that, I dare en- 


gage that it muſt be a moſt accurateli 


iece, and a complete Performance. For 
to runa Scruple of Conſcience about th 
Oaths into ſuch a Schiſm, and to ſuch a 
unuſual Heighth, it ſhews, methioks 
that ſuch a Man muſt underſtand Obſt 
nacy in all Degrees, and to the greatelt 
Perfection of it. 


I would not willingly make an undud 


Reflection on any that ſuffer for Con 
ſcience ſake. I have a very great Re 
— 9585 to thoſe Honeſt and ſincerely Con: 
cienci 1s Men, who merely out 0 
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-aple could not take the Oaths: And 


eetly, they are to be pity'd, I think, in 
| their Sufferings on that Account. But 
run this ſo high, as not only to con- 
ma our Communion as Unlawful, to 
Wr:fle& ſeverely on the Conduct of the 
ute, to Cenſure the whole Epiſcopacy 
d Clergy as Schiſmaticks, and unfit 
ir the Adminiſtration of our ſacred 
union, to write large Books to forbid 


| put us into ſuch a State as deſtroys 
our hope of Immortality, I think it 
bes ſhew ſuch a Man to underſtand 
erverſeneſs much better than the reſt 


ned Mankind, and renders him the pro- 
get Judge of ſuch a Subject, and the 


tft to recommend ſuch a Treatiſe to 
e World. 


But why ſhould Mr. Dodwell have 
ch an invincible Averſion to all Revo- 


* ions in the State, Who has in a few 
nell ſuffer'd ſo ſtrange and {urprizing 


ne within himſelf. ?Tis now about 
city Years, or ſomewhat more, 

e this Gentleman wrote a learned 
K eitiſe about Schiſm, and the great 
Con it and Danger of it. And is it nor 
_ that after this, he has himſelf 


ruple 


rrying themſelves Wiſely and Diſ- 


er- marriages with us, and in ſhort, 


tall'a 
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fall'n into, and now for ſeveral Ye: 
aft, liv'd in one of the moſt Groundle 
Vnjaſt and Unreaſonable Separatiot 
that I think was ever yet heard of. Ar 
as Schiſm has generally been obſery'd 
be the great Inlet of Hereſie, and od 
extravagant and Heterodox Opinion 
ſo two or three of Mr. Dodwell's | 
Diſcourſes very much countenance th 
» Obſervation, and ſhew that it is not 
together Groundleſs. Tho? I freely co 
felis, that no Man ought by any Mes 
to take an Oath that is againſt his Co 
ſcience: Yet on the other hand, if e 
ry nice Difpute, or Caſe of Conſcie 
about the Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulng 
of an Action, muſt be improv'd into 
occaſion of Separation from the Comm 
nion of a well Eſtabliſn'd Church, y 
will quickly multiply ſeparate Com 
nions, and have new Peculiums with 
End. For Example, | 
Mr. Doawell knows that a very Leal 
ed Treatiſe has been written by aForeigi 
er againſt Eating of Blood; and that Wc 
been Decry*d and Forbidden as an Ald 
mination almoſt equal to Idolatry. A 
I can tell him, that 1 have heard fp 
ſome of our Divines, who not haviſ 


been able to anſwer Curcellaus's Ar 
1 me 
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ments of that kind ſufficiently to their 
own Satisfaction, have for ſome time re- 
fus'd to eat a Black-pudding, Perhaps 
thoſe Perſons have a Cauſe as capable of 
being well defended, as that which Mr, 
Daawell calls the Cauſe of God and of Reli- 
gion. There are wanting then only a 
| ſew Degrees of that Obſtinacy, which he 
underſtands ſo completely well, by which 
they may condemn all the Eaters of 
Blood as Abominable and Unclean; and 
dy the firſt Council of the Apoſtles made 
equal to Idolaters; and here is then a new 
cauſe. of Separation. The Biſhops and 
Clergy that eat Blood, are all of them to 
de cenſur'd as Abominable and Hetero- 
box; Come out from among them, and have 
W 9 Fellowſhip with the Unclean, becomes the 
governing Principle of the Party. All 
Inter-marriages are forbid, the Immor- 
tality of all Sauls, hut thoſe of their own 
Communion, are to be queſtion'd, and 
Lea iy large and learned Treatiſes to be diſ- 
zoreic puted; the Scriptures are to be new mo- 
that WGelPd, St. Paul's Reaſonings to be wire- 
n Aldrawa to the Purpoſe, and a few mi- 
. Alaken Scraps of the firſt Fathers to be im- 
card pos d on the World as Catholick DoQrin. 

havand thus a new Community begins. 
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that may extend to andaffet our Practice, 
ſhall preſently be improv'd into Pretences 
of ſeparating from the Communion of 
each other, Schiſms muſt be Infinite, and 
Difſentions without Number. 
beg that I may not be charg'd with 
Levity and Vanity, or thought too Ludi. 
crous in Things that are Serious and 
Grave, by reaſon of any Expreſſions that 
I have'us'd on this "Occaſion. I love to 
be ſerious in ſerious Matters, and more 
eſpecially in thoſe that 'are Sacred, as 
much as any Man alive. And I ſhould 
have thought this way oftreating an Ad- 

verſary inexcufable in any common Con- 

troverſy. But as there are ſome ſort of 

Reaſonings ſcarce otherwiſe to he confu- 


how very Ridiculous, and Deſpicable, 
and Mean they render even thoſe very 
Matters, that in an abundant Zeal they 
plead for, in attempting ſuch Things by 
them, as all wiſe Men will Condemn and 
Difapprove. And by ſuch Reaſons and 
Pretences, as the more Tender and Mo- 
deſt ſhake their Heads at, and the reſt 
makeSport with and continually Ridicule. 
And now what ſhall I ſay to Mr. Dod it 
well? Why, could I be ſecure that rheÞn 
looſe People of this Age would read big! 
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Book thorough, and try, and examine 
the juſt force of his Arguments by which 
he attempts to prove the Saal Mortal, fo 
that Religion might not ſuffer merely by 
the Name of the Man, or by the boaſting 
pretences of the Title-page : I would then 
ay, go on Mr. Dodwelt, write more Diſ- 
courſes, more Latin Par æneſis s, more In- 


| 

\ | 

x eerdicts of Marriage oat of the true Commu- 
o uon, more Confutations of the Souls Na- 
e 

48 


tral Immortality, ſet up ſtill more new 
Peculixms, and blow up all the Regalia of 
the State, to Enhanſe and Aggrandize 
the Powers of the Prieſthood; Excom- 


n- nunicate Her Majeſty, and Damn all 
of er Loving and Faithful Subjects, Cler- 
fu - Ney and Laity, Lords and Commons, and 
ee, ¶ o be ſure allow no poſſible Salvation to 


any but your own Communion; Blaſt all 

ery Ide reſt of the Church and the Kingdom 

s Peſtitent Latitudinarians. Go on, I p ener. 
am {ure it will be a Service to the true p. 45, 
Church of England, and may gain Pro- 

ſeytes to its Communion. Por, unleſs 

0- Pod gives Schiſmaticks up to an abſolute 

reſt Þpirit of Deluſion, one may expect, that 

vle. fe more ſuch Attempts as theſe three 
od. lt, will open the Eyes of ſiacere and 
rheFnbdering People, and let them fee, 
| bis little Ground there is for a Separati- 


on, . e. ſome 8 
Learned of their Party, to Publiſh ſuch 
Books as the Generality of the: Worll 
laugh at, and the beſt of their Friends 
even: ſome; of their own Communion 
are aſham of; - A:few more ſuch Boc 

mays enthe-> Conſideration , 2 and 
clear the Fedendandieg, \ and-abate the 
Prejudices g nn and by that. Means 
work effechal ion on thoſe Per 
ſons, who could not perhaps by. any 
ther NaN e — — be cc 
Vine our Pardon Tien 
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